[3 Noveyser, 1938.]

woman liable to serve on a jury unless she
writes to the authority specified and elaims
exemption. If the Bill be agreed to in its
present form, thousands of applieations will
be received irom women desirous of being
exempted from the obligation to sit on
juries. Not every woman will desire to
undertake that duty. Many, for various rea-
sons, will be unable to assume the responsi-
bility, and it shounld be lefi to thosc who
feel that they can render service in this par-
ticular field to make applieation accordingly.

If the Bill should reach the Committee
vtage, as I trust it will, I hope that an
amendment will be moved to restore the
Bill to its orviginal form. It is not neees-
sary for me to say much more regarding
the measure. 1 eould have dealt with many
other phases, but I have siressed the essential
point. Shall we place the obligation upon
every woman, as the Bill does at present, to
serve on juries, unless application for ex-
emption is made, or shall we restore the
Bill to its original form and allow a woman
to apply for the right to serve on juries?
Obviously, the better course would be to re-
store the Bill to its original form. If amn
amendment be moved with that objeet in
view, I shall be very pleased to accept it.
In the meantime T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. T. Moore, dehate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.12 pm
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p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANEK.
Linking-up of Farms.

Mr. WARNER asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, 11as the scheme for the linking-up
of farms in the north-east arcas been com-
pleted? 2, If not, what further period of
time does he anticipate will be required to
complete the proposed linking-up?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
I, No. 2, 75 per cent. of work completed.
Completion of balance delayed owing to
staff heing fully engaged in connection with
drought conditions.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS,
Holiday Travel Stamps.

Myr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that in Naw Zea-
land a special arrangement has heen made
whereby those who desire & holiday by irain
may purchase from any officered railway
station, travel stamps—1s., 2s., 2s. Gd, 55—
to be Llsm] for payment of holiday fa.rcs and
that, pending unse, an interest payment of
5 per cent. is allowed? 2, Will he give con-
sideration to the adoption of a similar
method in this State?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The matter was considered
two years ago, when it was decided not to
introduce the scheme in Western Australia,
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QUESTION--AGRICULTURE,
Phosphatic Roek Deposits.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has his attention been drawn to
a Press statement that there are valuable
deposits of phosphatic rock in ecaves that
strefch northward in a string from Yanchep
to Dongarra? 2, If not, will he institute
Inquiries with a view to asecrtaining whether
these deposits contain such elements as
would cnable them to be worked commer-
cially, thereby eutting out the importation
From Nauru and Christmas Islands of phos-
phatie rock used for fertilisers?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, No. 2, In the numerous caves which oe-
cur in the coasfal limestone hills between
Perth and Geraldton there are often de-
-posits of guano resulting from the excre-
meut of birds, bats and beasts which inhabit
them.  They are often of good quality but
are generally seattered and very limited in
extent, and are thus only of value locully
for fortiliser purposes. It would he impos-
sible to replace the Naurn and Christmas
Tsland importations with these deposits.

QUESTION—MAIN ROADS BOARD.
Ubini Camp.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minisier for
Works: 1, Has the Main Roads Board a
number of men eamped at Ubini? 2, How
many men are at this eamp?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, 30.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Inspeetion of Seaffolding Aet Amend-
ment.
2, Workers” Homes Act Amendment,
Transmitted to the Couneil,

BILL—COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT.
Recommitial.

On motion by Mr. Seward, Bill recom-

mitted for further consideration of Clause 5.

Tn Committee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; Mr. Sampson
an charge of the Bill

[ASSEMBLY.)]

Clause 5—Restrictions on offering of

shares for subseription or sale:

Ay, SEWARD : Subelause 2 provides that
it shall not be lawful to make an offer in
writing to any member of the publie of any
shares in a company unless the offer is
accompanied by a statement in writing con-
taining such particulars as arve vequired by
the clause to be inserted therein. The par-
tieulars reguired are set ont in Subelause 4
of Clanse 5. The eonditions to which we
have agreed apply to shares that are already
offered for sale, but this elause specifically
exempts any company whose shares arve
quoted on the Stock Exchange. That con-
dition should be deleted from the elause.
Investors in mining shares, in view of the
importanee of the mining industry to West-
ern Australia, should be protected against
any company that is not being legitimately
conducted. Tt is our duty to do anything we
can to protect legitimate mining enferprises
and put a stop to those which come into
quite another category. I move nn amend-
ment—

That paragraph {(a) of Subeluuse (2) be
struek out.

Mr. Sampson: I have no objection {o the
amendment,

Amendment put and passed; the elause, as
amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with a further amend-
ment.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
TAX.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 1lst November.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [443]: 1
have gone carefully through this Bill. As
the Treasurer indicated, it is similar ta that
introduced last year, with the exeeption that
it raises the exemption. XFor a numher ol
vears it has been the aceepted policy to pra-
vide for the exemption of married men an
the hasie wage, at generally somewhere
about 2s. above the basic wage. The pro-
posal is to do the same thing here so far as
the metropolitan area is concerned, hut the
workers in the agrieunltural areas, whether
marvied or single, and the workers on the
zoldfields, will be subjeet to the same tax ns
before. That has frequently lLeen the vase
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in the goldfields areas, but has not been the
position in the agricultural areas until re-
cently. SBince the introduction of the measure
Inst. year, a eonsiderable increase has taken
place in the basic wage. When the annual
adjustment was made that came into force on
the st July, an increase of 5s. 1d. per week
was given, and with the guarterly adjust-
ment, which operated just after that, came
another rise of 1s, making a total inerease
of Gs. 1d. Will the Treasurer tell the Honse,
in his veply, whether he thinks the court
taok the tax into consideration when it made
its annual adjustment?

The Premier: I do not know
e¢ourt took into consideration

Hon C. G. LATHAM: Probably it did so,
though previously I do not think it took
such a matter into aceount. The inereasc
may be accounted for largely because of the
amount of taxation paid by married men,
The Minister for Employment shakes his
head.

‘The Minister for Employment: They were
not paying the fax then.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I think they were
paying it on the 1st July. Last year’s ex-
emption was £3 17s. and not long before that
those people were brought within the range
of the tax,

what the

Alr, Styants: You were wurned about
that last year.
tfen. C. G. LATHAM: I objected last

vear to the basie wage being taken as a
basts, beeause of the difficulties that would
be encountered by employers in country dis-
tricts, where the wages vary and where it
is (Ilﬂlcult to determine whether the tax
should be paid or not. I do not agree to it
now any more than I did last year, and do
not objeet to it any more than T have done
before, As the prineiple has been aceepted,
and knowing that the Treasurer requires the
money, I am plcpmed to accept the exemp-
tiou pmvulcd in the Bill. It would he of
advantage to the Government if everyone in
fhe State paid some form of taxalien, no
matter how small it might be. If that were
done, probably taxpayers might be indneed
fo display greater interest in the con-
duct of the affairs of the country. There
seems to be an idea abroad that the man
who is not paying any taxation can compel
the Government to expend moncy beeause
other people are finding it. That is a very
dangerous prineiple. MMembers from time to
time have asked for a good deal more money
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to be expended than they know the industry
will permit the Government to spend.
The Premier: Ob no!

Hon. C. & LATHAM: The mwan who
made some contribution towards taxation
would be more eaveful about what he asked
the Government to do, and more watchfal
of the expenditure by the Government. When
a man is not a taxpayer, he hecomes irre-
gponsible.  He believes he is mnking the
other man pay. All taxpavers on the higher
income level make contributions that help
the man on the lower income level. He con-
tributes te funds that provide social sev-
vices that are not avnilable to him. That
has been the custom for a long time and I
have no argument to raise against it. The
State supplies free educutmn, nearly free
hospital accommodation, and many other
services that are also free. If everyone made
some contribution towards the cost of those
services, he would sce to it that Lhe Gov-
ernment expended its revenue more wisely
than it might otherwise do. Such a prin-
ciple might alse prevent individuals from
continually running t¢ the Government for
everything when they themselves, under
existing conditions, would not have to put
their hands in their pockets to assist in fin-
ancing those things they are asking the Gov-
ernment to supply. We have already passed
a large proportion of the Estimates. I know
the money represented by this taxation is
necded for the present Government’s eom-
mitments, and therefore we have no alter-
native but to pass the Bill. A peeuliar
featurve is that the more money Parliameut
finds for this Government, the greater are
the commitments. The explanation is that
departmental heads eontinually put up ve-
quests for more money to be spent on things
which must he considered luxuries to-day,
and which eertninly arve not justified by the
statc of the finances. T fear that during this
year the Government will experienee great
dilficulty in scearing the funds it needs. With
wool and wheat prices down, with difliculties
in marketing: our wheat, with increased ex-
penditare due to the higher hasie wage, with
contributions to National Insurance, with a
superannuation scheme towards which the
Government will have to make large contri-
butions

The Premier: Not this year,

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: No? Ts that an-
other election bait?
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The Premier: No contributor will derive
any benefit for six months after he begins
to contribute. Benefits are not paid straight
away.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In dealing with
that aspeet, I may expeet that you, Mr
Speaker, will say I am anticipating; besides,
there is no reference to it on the Ovders of
the Day. My view is that Federal taxaiion
will inerease this year. The Commonweaith
Government intends to find money for de-
fence purposes. Again, there is the diffi-
culty of obtaining money by way of loans.
I had hoped that on this aspect an announce-
ment wonld be made by the Minister who
represented the Government at Canberra. No
doubt we shall obtain the information when
the Loan Bill is brought down.

The Minister for Mines: What about the
reconstruction of the Federal Cahinet?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Docs the Minister
mean that a reconstructed Federal Govern-
ment will be able to ohtain more money?

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Unless the Coun-
try Party is well represented in the recon-
strueted Federal Cabinet, this State will not
get much money. There are alse the Royal
Commissions from time to time appointed
by the Government; they will have to be
paid for. I learn that another Royal Com-
mission is to be appointed. I do not know
how our select committees are to fumetion
in view of all these Commissions. The next
Commission to be appointed, I understand,
is t6 inquire into a nationalisation of power
scheme at Collie.

The Premier: No. That is a departmental
committee.

The Minister for Works:
committee,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Evidently some
more inquirtes are afoot. I venture to say
that if there are to be more Roya! Com-
missions, there will he justification for what
was said here a few days ago. T sincerely
hope that the Government will realise the
dilficulties ahead, and not leave the incom-
ing Government without the neecssary funds
for carrying on. A new Government 15
more than likely to happen. That is why
I take a fatherly interest in the present
Government. I do so more especially at this
juneture, hecanse after the general election
it may he necessary for us on this side of
the House to accept responsibility for the
finanees of the State. TUndoubtedly the Go-

An advisory
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vernment is putting out plenly of hait: for
the clectors, Whether those baits will be
swallowed remains to be secen. The only
alteration I have to suggest in the Bill is
that the exemption should be inereased from
£3 17s, to £4 25, before the higher rate of
tax applies. 1 dr not oppose the second
reading.

MR, McDONALD (West Perth) [437):
I need nof say much on the Bill heyond that
it is something which we have no option hut
to pass. It follows the precedent as te
erades of taxafion which have heen estab-
lished for five vears, subject to one exvep-
tion, which I shall mention presentiy. In
my opinion no responsible person is entitled
to hold out much hope of reduced taxation
im Western Australia. I am confident that
the people by their excrtions, and by that
willingness to work which they have shown
in the past, will steer the State through
what may be rather difficult years in the
immediate foreground.

A, Marshall: T thought we had reached
a period of prosperity!

Mr. McDONALD: The hon. member in-
terjecting may have delusions. T have never
hoen snbject to them.

Mr. Marshall; Your party has fonght elec-
tions for years past on the ¢ry of return-
ing prosperity.

Mr, McDONALD: We put up a good re-
cord now, and we also put up a good re-
cord during and after the depression. T
has been explained heve frequently ihat
TWestern Australin now has to bhorrow and
spend not only for works which are repro-
ductive, but also for expenditure in some
avenues which are not reproductive. While
that eondition obtains, we cannot be greatly
pleased about the situation. The publie, if
they view the matter properly, will not look
forward to reduced taxation, but will fecl
that in contributing taxation to the State
they are taking the best means to stabilise
the finances in their own interests in the
long run. I will ask the Premier to ex-
piain the schedule to the Bill. The exemp-
tion in the easec of persous earning or de-
riving income is £200. That is the mini-
mum,

Hon. C. G. Latham: That has been the
custom. Tt refers to persons not married.

Mr. MeDONALD:  The corvesponding
clanse, referring to those whn pay tax on
salary or wages, has an cxemption of £1 2s.
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8o the small farmer or the proprictor of a
small bustness has to pay tax if he receives
wore than £200.

The Premier: The Bill containg a provi-
sion dealing with that aspeei.

Mr. MeDONALD: T find that last year
the exemption in hoth cases was the same,
namely, £3 17s. for wages, and in the casc
of income other than wages or salary it was
£200. It scems to me ihat the exemption
should be the same whether a man receives
hiz incowe by way of wages or salary o¢
whether by way of trading or farming.

The Premier: Look at pavagraph (i) of
Clanse 2. That explains it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Slecman in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—HRate of tax:

The PREMIER : 1t the wember For West
Perth looks at the first proviso, he will see
that the people who are earning ineome be-
tween £200 and £213 will have a reduetion of
50 per cent. on the tax they pay. That is
hronght about by the faet that the finaneal
emergency tax is levied on wages for the
calendar year, from the 1st January to the
31st December, and on income from the Ist
July to the 30th June. Thus the two dit-
ferent periods are brought in. A wages man
paying his tax at present gets an exemption
of £200. This will be raised after the 1st
January lo £213. It would be wrong in
Tespect of the financinl emergency tax pay-
able on wages or salaries to say the exemp-
tion iz £4 2s. for the whole of the finan-
cial year. The payment will be £3 17s.
on the first half of the year. We must try
to make an allewance that will bring the in-
come payments into line. This is done by
fixing fhe exemption at £213 for the full
vear and providing for a refund of half the
tax paid by those income earners receiving
hetween £200, which is the equivalent of the
wages exemption for the first half of the
vear, and £213, which is the equivalent for
the second half. Tt is rather a complicated
matter to explain.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Some assessments
are due on the 30h June, and others are
dne on the 30th Deeember.
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The PREMIER: The man receiving £212
for this year will have to pay tax on it for
the first six months, but from the beginniug
of the new year he will not pay anything.

My, MeDONALD: I appreeiste the Pav-
mier’s explanation, I think the wrong
ficure was inserted in the Aect of last year.

Clanse put and passed.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—RETURNED SAILORS AND SOL-
DIERS' IMPERIAL LEAGUE OF
AUSTRALIA, W.A. BRANCH IN-

CORPORATED (ANZAC CLUB
CONTROL).
Returned  from  the  Council  without
amendment,

BILL—-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Secomd Reading.,
Debate resumed from the I1st November,

HON. ¢. G. LATHAM (York) [5.10]:
This Bill is complementary to the measure
we have just put through Committee, and
there is no need for any disenssion npon if.
1 support the second reading,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,
Bill passed through Committee without
dehbate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—LIGHTS (NAVIGATION
PROTECTION).
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
¥. C. 1. Smith—Brown Hill-lvanhoe}
[5.12] in moving the secoml veading said:
This Bill has already passed another place.
The purpose of it is to deal with a situstion
that has arisen because of the extensive use
being wade of Neon and other stmilar lights
in association with advertising. That situa-
tion, in some cireumstances, constitutes, ov
may possibly vonstitute, a danger to navigs-
tion.  As members know, ships are navigated
into ports and harhours by the use of land
marks in the day-time and lights at night,
and it may possibly arvize that gome of the
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lights will be in such a position as to canse
confusion to mariners. Lights wmay be
thrown scaward, and the port authorities
fear that sooner or later a light may be in
such a position that it may become a danger
to navigation. The fears in this connection
kave been emphasised by an aceident that
occurred last year in Vietoria. An inquiry
eventually showed that the mishap was due
to the ecaptain of the ship mistaking one of
the illuminated advertising signs for a navi-
gation light, and in that way his ship ran
aground. That particular vessel was the
“Orama,” and it went aground on the 2nd
June, 1937. Then again, there are certain
illnminated signs that arve fairly distinet
from harbour lighis and yet are so powerful
that they will overpower and render the
latter usecless for the purpose for which they
were installed. We have no legislation at
present that enables a port authority to pro-
tect navigation in these circumstances, or lo
provide against dangers that may arise, sueh
as I have indicated. The Bill aims at
remedying that deficiency.  Provision is
made that when any light is displayed in a
manner likely to he dangerous to navigation,
the port authority may require the person
owning or controlling it either to obviate the
danger or, where that is not practicable, to
remove the light altogether. Should any
persen who is served with an appropriate
rotice fail to comply with the requisition of
the port authority, the latter will he com-
petent to earry out the directions contained
in the notice at the expense of the owner of
the light to which exception has been taken.
Non-compliance with a direction of the port
authority will also be taken to be a tort in
the nature of a nuisanee where failure to
carry out the requisition resulis in any
vessel being damaged. There is no need to
enlarge upon the necessity for legislation
dealing with the matters to which I have
drawn attention. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second fime.

On motion by Mr. Patrick, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—PUBLIC WORES ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading—Defcated.
Debate resumed from the 20th October.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [5.18]: At first
glanee the Bill appeared to be somewhat in-
noeuons. When the Title was first called, I
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had no idea that it contained such provisions
as subsequent examination disclosed. T now
regard the measure as a sly attempt to inter-
fere with undoubted, long-eztablished rights
of a scetion of the community. One would
scarcely imagine that the closure of railway
crossings would he dealt with in a Bill to
amend the Publie Works Aet. Unfortun-
ately the truth is that the Bill is designed to
take uway the rights of people to cross rail-
way lines unless permitted to do so by the
hoard that is to be established, ‘The board
in itself will be so constituted that people
concerned will have searcely any voiee in its
deeisions, sceing that it will comprise four
Government officials, and the people them-
selves will be represented only by the mayor
of the municipality or c¢hairman of the road
hoard in the district where the closing of a
erossing may be proposed. I eannot imagine
what amazing reason there is for the Town
Planning Commissioner having a seat on the
board, unless it be to make cevtain that op-
position from the people affeeted will he
crushed. Some people who may possibly he
penalised if the Bill be agreed to in its pre-
sent form, were established on their proper-
fies long before the railway line near them
was eonstrueted. I regard it as extraordin-
ary that in a Bill of this deseription there
should be no mention of ecompensation for
people whose rights may be taken away, and
the value of whose properties may, in some
instances, be largely destroyed. My electo-
rate furnishes an example of what might
happen in other districts similarly affected.
In the Canning electorate there are eight
railway crossings and, in the opinion of the
people, all ave necessary. The removal of
any one would ecause muech delay and ex-
pense. There is the Welshpool crossing. [
do not suppose there would be any attempt
to close it. Although that crossing is on
what onght te be 2 main road, the local
eoverning  bodies ave responsible for its
maintenance. Another erossing at the east-
ern end of the Welshpool railway station
provides a short-cul from the Albany-read
and is one of the main poinis of aceess to
Welshpool.  Scerious cbjection will be taken
to any attempt to close that crossing. In
all probability such an attempt will be made.
T do not know whether any attempt will be
made to close the erossing at Railway-street,
Queen’s Park. The chances are that if no
attempt is so made there will also be an
effort to elose the next crossing, which is
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about a third of a mile away and is also on
the main road. Then again there is a cross-
ing at the castern end of the Cannington
railway station. An attemnt may be made
to c¢lose that, for half a mile away in an
easterly direction is another crossing that
also provides a short-eut back to Albany-
road,  That crossing is used by a large
number of people every day, and if closed
would eause much inconvenicnce.

Mr. Wilson: Who is the membar for this
clectoral distriet?

Mr. CROSS: That will be weoll known if
any attempt is made to close the erossings
I mention. The next is not so important
hecanse it serves about two dozem houses
only. T refer to the Ladywell-street cross-
ing. On the other hand, if that is closed
an espenditare of several thousand pounds
will be necessary for the eonstrnection of
roads to provide for the people residing in
that avea, access to the main thoroughfares.
There is no road on either side of the line at
present; and if the crossing is closed, at
lcast a mile of road construction will have
to he undertaken. I know that the Com-
missioner of Railways would like that cross-
ing closed, but there is no suggestion in the
Bill for reimbursing the loeal, governing
body, or even to participate in the cost that
would %e involved in the construction of
roads. Fven if such provision were made,
the people affeeted would not be eompen-
sated for heing shut off in a dead-end. Some
af those residents have lived in that area for
20 years hefore the railway was construeted.
The construetion of the proposed board
will be sueh that the people whose interests
will he adversely affected will not have even
a

Mr. Sampsou: Fighting chance.

Mr. CROSS: No, not cven if they ean put
up a good ease for the retention of the cross-
int. The Government representation as
against that of the loeal people will be four
te one. What has the Town Planning Com-
missioner to do with railway crossings, par-
ticularly as some may be affected hundreds
of miles away from Perth? I shall oppose
the seeond reading of the Bill most strenu-
ously, and I appeal to the House to see to
it that the people in the onter suburban
areas are not penalised af the whim of a
board, the members of which will have little
interest in the activities of the people
affected.

Myr. Sampson: Vote the Bill out!
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Mr., CROSS: If railway crossings are
dangerons—and the Welshpool crossing is
dangerous to a certain extent—the Commis-
sioner of Railways shonld bestir himself and
erect warning lights, as he hus done at the
Rivervaie crossing and elsewhere. Since
those warning lights have heen placed at
crossings, no accidents have oceurred there.
To me it seems remarkable that the Com-
missioner of Railways should seck to close
crossings that are a convenience to the
peopie, whereas it shounld be his duty to pro-
toct those people by erecting warning lights
s0 that trains cannot sneak down upon the
public. The installation of the automatic
lighting system has heen a great improve-
ment, and at all railway crossings warning
lights should be provided similar to those
crected at the Rivervale crossing. With the
advantnge of such a protective measure, the
people are able to use the erossing and go
aeross the lines at their own risk, without
much cause for worry. I shall oppose this
attempt to take away the rights of the
people, and I shall ask members fo assist
in defeating the Bill at the second reading
stage.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [5.26]:
I oppose the Bill. There is no necessity for
it beeause under the Government Railways
Act the Commissioner of Railways controls
the land over which the lines run. The Bill
appeals to me as a subterfuge to deceive the
loeal authorities and to ereate a body with
statutory powers dominated hy representa-
tives of the Government so as io outweigh
any decision of a local anthority.

The Ministor for Railways: The Commis-
sioner has not that control.

Hen. C. G. LATHAM : Not over the land
across which railways are consiructed?

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And where his
railways eross a road, the land there is
under his absolute control.

AMr. Marshall: Can you eross a railway
line without the permission of the Commis-
sioner of Railways?

Hon. €. G, LATHAM: No.

Mr. Marshall: Arve you sure of that?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Yes, of course
except at public crossings.

Mr. Marshall: Could you put 2 crossing
over the railway line?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Certainly not.



1846

My, Marshall: Then the Commissioner
must have eontrol over that land.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: Certainly. More
than that, one is not allowed lo go withu
a vertain distance of the railways.

My, Patvick: Not oven a loeal anthority
enn puf in a erossing.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: | abject to Lhe
constitution of the proposed hoard, which
will be over-burdencd by Governmwment repre-
sentatives to sueh an extent that local author-
ities wlto=e interesls will he alfected will nat
have a chance adequately {o defend them.

Mre, Cross: Notb a dog's chance,

ITon. C. G. LATHAM: The hoard will he
able to close crossings and thereby neces-
sitate the expenditure of thowzands ol pounds
upon roads (hnt the local authorities will
have to construct. 1{ the hoard is to have
authority to decide whether a eressing shondd
be closed, provision s=hould he made for the
protection of the rights of the public. No
aathority for that purpose i< embodied in
the Bill.

The Alinister for Railways:
will consist of cxports.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Who are the ex-
perts?  First, there is the Commissioner of
Main Roads, who is a very admirable amd
responsible official; then there is the Com-
missioner of Railways. 1 believe the Town
Planning Commissioner ig nlso to be a moem-
her. He is the oflicer that advises members
of Parlinment on certain questions, but 1
have my doubts as to whether he knows
mueh about anything, beeanse he poses as
an authority on everything about which he
opens his moutk, I do not think very much
of his views. There is somcone else sng-
zested for the board. T cannot vemember
wha. The local authority, of course, will
lhave one representative.

Mr. Doney: The chairman of the Trans-
port Board is to be a member.

Hon. C. G. LATYAM: That i+ s0. T do
not know what he knows about railway
erossings and the necessity or otherwise for
them. TUndoubtedly the board is overlonded
in favour of the Govermment. T have pre-
viously pointed out that no provision is
made for the expendilnre fhat mizh{ have
to be inenrred by local aunthorities. To elose
a public highway on which is situated a
number of business houses might result in o
good deal of loss to individuals, We are liv-
ing in a new age hut the Commissioner does
not scem prepared {o attempt fo do any-

The board
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thing in the way of providing security at
railway erossings. Little has been done in
this State to make crossings safe. 1 am not
blaming the Minister, or the Government, ov
the present Commissioner, hut eertainly
they do not seem to move with the times. In
the last year or two a few signs and warn-
ing bells have been established at some cross-
ings, but the Government was relnetant to
nndertake that work,

The Minister for Railways:
£300,

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: That is nothing
comprared with the cost of human lives, For
ihe loss of hife that has oecurred at some of
the crossings, there ean be no adequate eonm-
prasation.

The Minister for Railways: The nomber
of erossings hag been redueced.

1on. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, by the con-
struetion of hridwes,

The Minister for Railways: And subways.

Mou. C. G. LATHAM: One subway was
constructed bhetween Perth and Northam
when members on this side of the House
were in office, and a bridge was built by the
present Government, A road has been con-
strueted on one side of the line, thus obviat-
ing the neeessity for the line to be erossed
twice. A safe highway has thus been pro-
vided, but there are still two crossings, one
at Guoildford and one at Midland Junetion.
I am reminded that there are {wo crossings
over the railway at Midland Junetion itself.
Adwittedly there ave difficulties involved in
providing subways and overhend bridges at
those places; but for a long time Commis-
sioners have been reluctant to aceept respon-
sillity in respeel to crossings. I remember
thiat for nany wears application has been
made tor some provision of this kind at the
Maddington erossing, at which many casual-
ties have oecnrred. Commissioners have
heen reluctant to establish warning devices
at the erossing heeanse they anticipated ad-
ditional responsibility should the devices
fail,

I believe that ihe Commissioner alvcady
has power to close railway crossings in con-
sultafion with loeal authorifies. TLet him
negotiate with the loeal aunthorities and, if
additional expense is involved, it should he
met by the Government or the Commissioner.
The Government ghounld incur the expendi-
ture rather than throw the responsibility on
the loeal authorities, wha already have in-

They eost
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sufficient. revenue to meet the demgnds made
on them. There is no necessity for the Bill
hecause Lhe Government already bas all the
power it requires. Tt has closed crossings
time after time. The crossing at Narrozin
was elosed against the wishes of the people.

Mr. Doney: They were promised a sub.
way, but did not get it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That crossing was
closed because of the extension of the sta-
tien yard. The Government has that power,
but the Bill proposes to establish a board
that will have no responsibility to anybody,
and will be over-weizhted in the Gov-
ernment’s favour. I hope the House will not
agree to the Bill. Much opposition has been
raised against it by loeal authorities and, in
opposing the measure, I am voleing their
opinion,

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [5.33]: Both
the Claremont and Cottesloe Councils ap-
pose this measure, The desire in Cottesloe
is to have subways and bridecs construeted
in the distriet in the place of erossings. So
long as no substitute exists, Cottesloe profers
to retain the erossings.

The Minister for Works: Does Cotteslon
want the Napier-street crossing kept open?

Mr. NORTH: Yes; it favours the Now
Zealand system. Acecording to information
in the Press, the New Zealand (Government
is closing every crossing in the Dominion
and -replacing it with a subway or a bridge.
The Public Works policy of that country,
however, is so differcnt from ours thai we
ean scarcely make any comparison, A
great desire exXists in my electorate for the
closure of crossings, but not unless some
snbstitute is provided. Thereis a good deal
of traffic through the district and people
resent the faet that thousands of pounds
will have been needlessly spent on roads if
the erossings are closed.

Mr. Raphael: People objeet to taxation
but they have to pay it just the same.

Mr. NORTH: I support the opposition
to the measure.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [5.37]:
I desire to support the Bill hecause of the
number of accidents that have taken place
and the lack of action hy loeal authorities
designed to provide protection for people
using crossings in the various districts.
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Mr. Doney: The loeal authorities offered
to assist the Railway Commissioner to pro-
vide facilitios.

Mr. BAPTAEIL: The remark of the
Leader of the Opposition that the loeal
authorities have no control leads one to be-
lieve that they do not appreciate the effect
of having crossings ahout ecvery hundred
vards. The crossings originally eame under
the Railways et and there was no power to
close any of the by-pass roads, That was ail
right 25 years ago, when a man sat on a
donkey or iravelled in a cart behind a horse
and an hour or so was required to cover a
couple of miles, but times have changed
singe then, and in this mechanical age we
¢an veach our destination in ahout a tenth
of the period required when the Act was
passed,

AMr. Cross: But everybody has not got a
motor car, )

AMr. RAPHAEL: Even if ecrossings are
closed, rights-of-way for pedestrians could
castly be provided.

Mr. Cross: Why close railway erossings
if you are going to provide paths for pedes-
trians?

Mr. Marshall: Who is making this speech?

Mr. RAPHAEL: At the Pier-street and
Lord-strect crossings the gates are open at
different times of the day to enable vehicu-
lar traffic to pass over the line and small
gates are provided throngh which pedes-
trians and eyelists ean pass. I am not fav-
ourably impressed by the manner in which
the gates at the Pice-street crossing are ope-
rated. If the Department did its job pro-
perly and had those gates open more often,
much of the congested traffic over the Beau-
fort-street bridge would be relieved.

Mr. Sampson: The same applies to the
Melbourne-road crossing.

Alr, RAPHAFET: Where there is a cross-
ing not less than half a mile hetween two
roads a by-pass road conid be provided for
bicyeles and pedestrians. But to have, as in
the Cottesloe distriet, several crossings
within 100 yards of each other is tv go from
the sublime to the ridiculous.

Mr. North: .\ bridge was removed from
Forrest-street.

Mr. RAPHAEL: As it was not put into
my electorate, the hon. member eannot blame
me for the removal. The time is long over-
due for the Railway Department to provide
at every railway erossing some means of
warning roal f{raflic of the appreach of
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trains and Dicsel cars and also the trieyeles
on which the railwaymen ride to work. Not
very long ago an accident nearly oceurred st
one of those crossings because the weight of
& trieyele was not sufficient to operate the
warning signal. The methods adopted in the
Eastern States are considerably more up-to-
date than are ours, That applies partien-
larly to South Australia. I am not suggest-
ing that our Commissioner should be given
carte blanche ax was Mr. Webb, the South
Australian Comwissioner, who spent hetween
£314,000,000 and €15,000,000 of the publie
money and thus hung a millstone around the
neek of the people which they will have o
enrry for many years. Nevertheless, the
Government in this State shonld take action
to ensure that belter wmwning signals are
provided at all railway crossings than is the
case at present. Signals have been estah-
lished at Rivervale, Maddington, East Perth
and Guildtord ¢rossings but they are not the
best procurable. 1 believe cheapness was
the main consideration that  actuated the
Government when it provided the signals at
the Rivervale crossing. The South Austia-
lian erossings have not only warnming lights
but also hell= and this provision is made not
merely close to but miles from the city.

My, Styants: What about s man with a
red flag?

Mr. RAPHAEL: We used to have a man
with a red tlar walking in front of motor
cars in day~ zoue by, but I believe he was
killed.

The Minister for Agriculture: He would
have had to run it he had heen in front of
you,

Mr. RAPHAEL: I will say he would! 1
give my support to the measure,

MR. WATTS (Katanning) {5.44]: I
oppose the Bill. Not only do I consider it
unfair to loeal authorities, but I am also of
the opinion that it tzkes away some of the
rights enjoyed by citizens of this country in
relation to their passing over railway cross-
ings. I am aware that nnder the Railways
Act the Commissioner of Railways may
temporarily elose a crossing for rvepairs or
in the interests of public safety; but unless
cither of those two oxcuses is availed of T
believe he is obliged to leave it open under
the vprovisions of the Public Works Aet.
The Bill proposes to make Sections 100 and
102 of the Public Works Act subject to the
provisions of  the proposed new section
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I02A. Scction 100 of the Public Works Act
reads—

(1) Where uny part of o rond ov streef,
cxeept where it crosses i railway on a level
is used ov ocvupied for o railway under the
yowers conferred by the last preceding seetion,
such part of the read or street shall thereafter
cease to be a highway.

(2) Where a road, street ot thoroughfare
crosses 4 railway on a level, the publie right of
way at such (:I“OSsing shall vease whenever any
engine or ¢nrriage on the railway is approach-
ing and within  distance of 2 quarter of u
n_:il(- fram sueh erossing ; ond shall at all other
times exteid only to the right of crossing ths
line of railway with all convenient speed, but
not stopping or coutinuing thereon.

Thus, wherever there is a ratlway Crossing,
%0 long as the eitizen erosses withont delay
and there is no engine approaching within
2 quarter of a mile, he has the right of way
as expressed in the subscetion I have quoted.
In the Bill T do not find any regard being
paid to what appears to he the right eon-
ferred upon the public under those condi-
lions to eross a railway line without the pro-
visions of the Railway Act in regard to
public safety, which must be taken to apply
in general terms. The proposed board has
heen deseribed as overweighted, with which
sentiment 1 agree, and it will be asked to
consider only whether the crossing should
be closed in the interests of public safety.
[f we muke that the only eonsideration and
simply regard a crossing as a place where
aecidents do {ake place, n iarge number of
crossings will be closed, and the closing of
them will inflict considerable havdship on
the citizens of various townships. I
know one place in my own clectorate where,
it the crossing were closed solely on the
wround that accidents had oecurred there
during the past few years, all aecess from
one side of the town to the other wonld
praclieally be stopped. The situation wonld
arise that a board consisting of four Gov-
ernment oflicials and giving practically no
representation to the loeal antherity would
consider that a erossing ought to be closed
simply i the interests of publie safety,
which from their point of view, mizht be
sufficient. The present situation is quite
satisfactory.  The  Commissioner of Rail-
ways has some authority which he has oxer-
vised, wswally, T think, in a reasonable
manner, though there may be exeeptions,
and [ am prepared to allow him to continne
in future ax in the past. I am certainly not
prepared tn support a Bill proposing the
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appointment of a  board with complete
power to deal with the matter when the
board is to consist of the Commissionc of
Railwayz, the Chairman of the Transport
Board, the Town Planning Commissioner,
the Commigsioner of Main Roads and one
member of the local authority. While the
present position eannot be thoroughly satis-
factory, it is considevably better than that
proposed by the Bill. In the interests of the
eitizens and of the local authorities in par-
ticnlar, T shall oppose the second reading.

MR. TONKIN (XNorth-East Fremantle)
[5497: T am not prepared to support the
Bill.

Mr, Sampson: Tt has not a friend.

Mr. TONKIN: There seems to be no need
to say very mwach in opposition to it. Tn-
forlunately the Bill shows a total disregard
for ihe people of the distriet where the
cro=<ing iz to he closed.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: And the people
mostly coneerned.

My, TONKIN: Yes. If there is to he a
homrd to deal with the closing of ecrossings,
grealer vepresentation of the loeal body
should be provided. Tn my district two cross-
ings would be affected. Tt is proposed to close
one of them and, in my opinion, that eross-
ing shonld ecrtainly not be closed. I do
not think that an aeccident has oecurred
there, and the evossing has been used con-
siderably in the past and will be used to an
cven greater extent in futare. The local
authority is the best judge of {he element
of danger and of the need for the existence
of n crossing and should be miven more say
in the matter. T am inelined to agree with
the member for Katanning that the present
position, taken all round, is far better than
that which wonld he erenfed under this mea-
sure.  Members of a loeal authority make
it their business to become an fait with the
conditions in their distriets, and they are
more alive to the requirements of the people
than the members of the proposed hoavd
would he, For these reasons T am not pre-
pared to support the Bill in its present form
and shall vote against the second reading.

MR, SHEARN (Maylands) [5.52]: T did
not infend to address myself to the question,
but as a membei of a loeal authority with
some experience of the matters involved in
the Bill. T feel that T ought to relate my
experience insipad of easling a silent vote.
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As the Minister indicated when moving the
sceond reading, there has existed some need
for veviewing this important matter. T agree
with bis statement that when the erossings
were created in the carly days, settlement
was more or less seattered, transport was
less dense and eertainly was much slower. I
cannot speak of the position in the country,
but I do understand what happens in the
metropolitan arvea. These erossings have be-
come very important as a means of giving
aceess to settlement on both sides of a rail-
way line, partieularly in the vicinity of the
crossings.  In my district an effort was
made by the Commissioner of Railways to
elose an important crossing, and so con-
cerned were the members of the loeal au-
thority that they sought an interview with
him. Thus the board had an opportunity,
by way of depntation, to meet the chief
execntive officer and the engineer in charge
and discuss the matter. This is the point
on which I wish to base my observations.
The Bill proposes to sct up a board, Much
has been said of the personnel of the hoard,
which appears to me somewhat extraneous
to the debate. Without knowing what is
in the mind of the Minister, I consider that
memhers of the board may have a very im-
portant part to play. The important as-
pect from the publie point of view is that
the local authority wounld have only one
representative. A suggestion has been made
that there should be a more balanced per-
sonnel. Assuming that the local authority
were given equal voting power, where would
that lead? We should bear in mind the
difficulties that arvise when a difference of
opinion c¢xists and there is no balance of
power one way or the other ‘When the
loeal authority with which I am associated
protested by way of deputation to the do-
partment, the whole maltter was diseussed
freely and the closing of that crossing was
averted. The local authority showed eagor-
ness to adopt any reasonable suggestion that
the department conld submit, Had this
mensure heen law, the local authority would
have had no voice in the matter and the
erossing would have been eclosed. That
would have meant a considerable loss to
the hnsiness people, as well as to the loenl
authority, as it had constructed on either
gide of the line, & road leading to the eross-
ing. The Bill apparently provides no ecom-
pensatien for work of that kind. If the
Commissioner approached this matter in a
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more decided manner, namely, by conferring
with the local authority in whose district he
conlemplated closing a crossing, I am satis-
fied that in the great majority of instances
be would he met fairly and squarely, and
provided he adopted a similar attitude to
the loeal authority, a satisfactory selution
could he found. No member will dispute
that in the metropolitan area and possibly
in the country, there are erossings that
ought to he closed, but I eannot agree with
the process spreified in the Bill. T helieve
that the time has arrived when seme method
of veview should be devised, but with the
method proposed in the Bill I must disagree.
Therefore, I shall be reluctantly compelled
to appose the second reading.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.58]: I
eommend the Government for having intro-
duced the Bill, because it indicates a desire
to secure hetween the parties affected a more
amicable arrangement for the closing of
¢rassings, but 1 have to agree with mem-
bers who contend that the personnel of the
board is overweighted.  The civeumstances
lines of

warrant action more along the
arbitration.  Interested bodies must be ex-

pected to view sueh a proposition [rom a
parochial angle and vigerously to maintain
their stand. When that situation nrises, it
would be better to have an independent per-
son or tribunal to decide Lthe matter. I can-
not see that the yuestion of the number of
accidents should enter into consideration.
Rogardless of the number of crossings we
have, there will still be accidents. Let me
quote the Murchison: we have 118 miles
of railway between Meekatharra and the
Wiluna mine. T think there are four eross-
ings over that length of railway. Only three
passenger trains, =ome woods trainx anld
special trains run over the railway cach
week; yet with that small amouni of traffic,
we have had a fatal accident. Whether the
number of trains be many or few, aceidents
will occur. 1t may he argued, and rightly sn,
that where traflic is heavy, aceidents will he
more numerots. 1 eoncede thal: but, in my
opinion, accidents do not cuter into the oues-
tion. We must regard the matter £rom the
viewpoint of efficienry for road and rail
transport. That is the first consideration.
The seeond consideralion is the heantification
of our city and suburbs,

My, Doney: The Bill itself lays down thal
the safety of the public is the tirst eonsidera-
tion.
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Mr. MARSHALL: If we introduce
measures of this kind solely with the
desire of preventing aceidents, we shall be
considering this Bill for many years.

Mr. Watts: That is what the clause says.

Alrv. Doney: The clause reads “in the tu-
terests or for the safety of the public.”

Mr. MARSHALL: I differ. We can
travel 10, 12 or even 15 times faster than we
conld 30 years ago. Yet, with (hat high
speeld at our disposal, when the delay of a
few minntes would mean nolhing, people
seem more than cver desirous of saving a
minute or two. In their keen desive to save
50 short a period of time, many people mect
with accidents. They cannot aveid doing so.
Recllessness on the part of drivers is mainly
respensible for aceidents. Later in the even-
ing we shall have an opportunity of discuss-
ing the Police Depariment, and members will
be wiven figures showing that of the total
unnber of aceidents recorded, ahout 80 per
cent. have oecurred with vehicles driven by
internal comnbustion engines.

My, SBeward: The truncating of the corners
ot roads has had o lot {o do with the nunher
of accidents,

Alv. MARSHALL: That may he so. The
report of the Commissioner of Police indi-
cates that the greater percentage of the
aceidents are due to negligent driving or
carclessness.  How, in the name of good-
ness, can we legislate against that? True,
we might poliee the traffic better and so
lesson (he risk of aceident. But people them-
selves are reckless. A few evenings ago, a
member asked whether it was right for
people to wet out of the way of a railway
engine. I ecrtainly would. T would give a
railway engine the right of way at any time;
I waould not dispute its right to the road. A
board consisting of a representative of the
Railway Department and a representative of
the local authorities, with an independent
chaivman, would he a more reasonable pro-
posifion than the houard which the Bill pro-
poses shonld be created.  The wmember for
Yilgarn-Coolgardic {Mr. Lambert) recently
complatized about the Melbowrie-road eross-
ing. HMec mentioned the congestion of traf-
fic at that eressing and comphined of the

delay  oceasioned {0 people desiring  to
fravel north and =outh, TIiis statement is

corrert, but it is remarkahlg that 99 per cent.
of the people held up at that erossing know
that ihe railway traffic is intense, They
therelore know the gates must be closed for
consiflerable periods. Although those prople
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are in a vehicle that could take them te the
next erossing without frouble and at very
Little expense, they prefer to waste petrol
while waiting for the gates fo open. The
hon. member also zaid that the signalman
in the box al the crossing seemed to he
asleep. Ay person with the slightest know-
ledge of railway working knows how im-
passible it iz for a man controlling signals
to fall asleep in a signal box, espeeially in
a box like that at Melbourne-read. In addi-
tion to the heavy traffic at that erossing—
the seheduled traftic that runs between Perth

and  Fremantle, special trains and  goods
trains—the anthovities have to cope with

shunting i the running yard and with the
warshalling ot teains and empties.

Mr. Lawbert: The member for Claremont
said that at Jarvead-street the gates are
elosed when the teain leaves Mosan Park,

Mre, MARSHALL: T know nothing about
Jarrad-street. T am speaking  about  ihe
erossing of whieh the hon. member com-
plained.  Yle said he blew his horn for a
considerahle time, but got no response. What
would the lhon. member have said, however,
had the signalman yesponded and opened
the gate and the hon. member had got mixed
up with a train?

Hon. P. D. Fereuson: 1le would not have
had anyihing to =ax: he would not have had
time to =ay it

Mr, MARSHALL: If T were wealthy
enough to own o car, I would not attempt
to malke use of a erossing where [ knew that
ailway feaffic wos congested. T would not
waste time in going to such a erossing on
the off-chance of getting a clear passnge.
I would be prepared to take even the Min-
ister for Railways to task about the Mel-
bourne-road crossing if there were sufficient
railway land available to improve it. Un.
fortunately, that crossing was puat there
wlhen the Siate was ion a smndl way indus-
trially.  We have sinee progressed by leaps
and bounds, and rconsequently the railway
at that point is, =0 to speak, hottled up. The
arca available is limited. Tnfortunately, we
cannot ake provisien for traflic to proceed
widerground, so we are confronted with the
ineonvenience about whieh the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardic complained. [ suggest
to him, however, that the signalman is in no
way fto blame. He dare not break the regu-
lations wunder which he works. The hon.
member =hould knew, 1oe, that if he pro-
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ceells over the intersection as a train is about
to leave Perth he is liable to a fine.

Mr. Lombert: The railways do n lot of
shunting with horses. The horzes pull the
trucks along.

Mr. MARSHALL: Whether that is so or
not is immaterial. It is possible for the traf-
fie to proceed onty one way at a time. TIf
horses are taking the place of » steam engine
for shunting purposes, they mnst have the
right-of-way as well. 1 do nof know why
the hon. member, having clected o go to that
congested spot, should vomplain of being
delayed. T wonld nof raise my voice in pro-
test if T went to that intersection in ithe
hope of passing threugh speedily and was
delaved.- My desive is to assist the Govern-
ment in thi< matter. T think the suggested

procednre i vight; but, if the Bill
cannot he put  right in  Committee, T
hope  the Minister will make a  further

attempt to overcome the dilliculiv. 1 eannot
agree to the hoard proposed by the Bill, but
1 certainly desire to give my support to the
measure. 1 think it vight that the loeal
authoritics concerned and the Commissioner
of Railways should deeide whether or not a
erossings should be elosed. Better still, let a
magistrate sit and take evidenee,

My, Lambert: Do not yvou think it would
be better for the Railway Department to use
some of ils second-land 653-1h. rails for the
purpase of building a bridge over the line?

Mr. MARSHALIL: The hon. member
akes suggestions that 1 eannot answer im-
mediafely.

The Premier; Thit wonld depend upon

whether the Treasurer had the neeessary
moncey.
Mr. MARSHALL: Even if the money

were available, T donbt whether sueh an
enginerring problen is capable of solution.

The Premier: 1t would be silly to attempt
it.

Ale. Lambert: The departiment sells the
rails at about €1 per ton. The rails could be
used for overhead hvidges.

Mr. MARSHALL: Perhaps the member
for Yilzarn-Coolrardie can solve the en-
gineering problem, e may know ali about
it. I am somewhat doubtfnl, however; T
suppose either a subway or an overhead
bridge would have to be eonstructed. If our
East transport is to be a Dblessing at all, it
shonld result in fewer crossings, because the
great number we have now were provided to
cope with slower traflic.
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The Premier: Bullock wagons!

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. Our ecrossings
were built to cope with mueh slower traffic.
To-day, a truck ean travel 30 to 40 miles
an hour, while & motor car e¢an proceed at
60 to 7¢ miles an hour.

Hon. N. Keenan: In the city?

Mr. MARSHALL: Certainly, The mem-
ber for Vietoria Park will give the hon.
moember a trip in his ear at that pace any
time he feels inclined. As I say, with the
advantage we have in our fast traffie, fewer
erossings should be necessary. It is astound-
ing that people will use the great speed
which they can develep in the medern car to
the danger of every one arcund them.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1f drivers of motor
vehieles were only a little less selfish and gave
more consideration to the welfare of others,
the congestion that is noticesble at railway
erossings and  on thoroughfarcs generally
would not be so apparent. Numbers of
people who use motors could well avoid
the congested arcas, and crossings that are
continually being opened and closed, but it
seems they are not willing t¢ inconvenience
themselves to that extent. If there is any
obstacle in the way of their progress, they
desire to pass through it and will aceept no
responsibility.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Pedestrians must
cross the line at the nearest possible places.

Mr. MARSHALL: They do not complain
much.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Youn would not ex-
pect them to walk a mile out of their way.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not suggest it.
We can cope with pedestrians, but at eertain
places we eannot get vebienlar lraffic either
over or under the railways. Jlotorists are
s0 selfish they imagine that everyone should
get out of their way. Other people are en-
titled to consideration, and those who use
the railways should first be considered. Ap-
parently the railways should be relegated
to the Milky Way or be undergrounded so
that free passage may he afforded to the
motorists. Owners of motor vehicles think
they have a eomplete right to the road, and
that everything else should he put aside.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: That applies to
some of them.

Mr. MARSHALL: Some are considerale
drivers.
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The Minister for Employment: I offered
you a ride one day but you would not aceept
it.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not want trans-
port by motor.

Hon. C. G. Latham : Not with the Minister
for Employment?

Mr. MARSHALL: I would rather walk,
beeause when I am afoot T ean go where I
like. Motorists have taken unto themselves
so much freedom that they have come to

imagine they alone are entitled to considera-

tion. T shall support the seceond reading of the
Bill, but will not vote for the third reading
unless some better formula for the adminis-
tration of the law is embodied in it. I want
an impartial tribunal appointed. I care not
whether it be arranged on the lines of the
Arbitration Court or any other lines so long
as it is impartial.

Mr. Lambert: Why not get Me. Cahill to
serve on the board?

Mr. MARSHALL: We do not require his
assistanee, and he has enough to do to look
after his own job. I want to see this legis-
lation put on the statute book, but the Gov-
ernment is going the wrong way =about
achieving its objeet. I cannot subscribe to
the Bill as a whole owing to the lop-sided
nature of the tribunal it is proposed to
ereate.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. F. C. L. Smitlh—Brown Hill-Tvanhoc)
[7.36]: T have already noted the “‘vote’ re-
corded against fhis Bill.  Apparently loeal
authorities have civenlarised members.

My, Cross: There was no need for them
to do that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They ave an influcnee in the eommunity, and’
1 feel they have rallied a good deal of sup-
port to their ohjeetions. I cannot under-
stand the opposition to this measure. It
rontains nothing to provide for the elosing
of level crossings. Any fears members may
have on the subject can only arise from
their knowledge that & crossing they may
have in mind is redundant.  Any tribunal,
however it might be constituted, wouid,
when dealing  with it, decide to elose it.
Members will recollect the speech of the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lam-
bert).

My, Watfs: I am afraid T eannot.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
brings to the dchates the bencfit of a long
cxperience and wide knowledge.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It is not always a
benefit.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
trust that in a political sense we shall for
many years have the henefit of that bon.
member’s experience and range of know-
Tedge. _

Mr. Lambert: You onght te profit by
both.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
was the only member, speaking against the
Bill, who advanced any alternative sugges-
tion. He thought it would be preferable to
amend the Government Railways Aet, and
give the Commissioner sole power to close
level ecrossings.

Mr. Doney: Does he not already possess
that power?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
agree that the Commissioner of Railways,
with the knowledge he possesses of railways
generally and of civil engineering, would be
a very competent person to make decisions
on this subjeet, In any case, it is com-
petence we want to bring to hear upon the
question of the closing of unneceessary level
crossings, That question should be decided
not by some local interest, but hy men com-
petent to form a right opinion. That is
why the Bill provides for a board of men
who are experts in that particular line, and
can hring expert knowledge to hear upon the
problems with which they would he faced
when eonsidering the closing of a particular
level erossing referrved to them by the Com-
missioner of Railwars. Almost every mem-
ber who hLas spoken against the Rill has
admitted that there are too many level
crossings. If there are, obviously we shounld
find some means of eclosing them.

Mr. Doneyv: You have had a
satizfactory means in the past.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Wa
know that some years ago, owing to acei-
dents at level crossings, a good deal of agi.
tation was ecaused.  People agitated for
something to he done to close some level
crossings and make the remainder safe for
the iraffic passing over them. Af that time
a commiitee was appointed representing the
loeal authorities and the Railway Depart-
ment. Tt went into the question of all level
crossings within the metropolitan area and

perfeetly
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some oatside it, and as ihe result of its in
vestigations made certain recommendations.
But that committee was not vested with any
authority. Even if it made deeisions as o
committee, it had no right to close level
crossings, beenuse the rights in connection
with level crossings are contained in the
Public Works Aet, which the Bill sceks to
amend, At that time there were two schools
of thought amongst loeal authorities. Ouez
school, in the vieinity of the Claremont elee-
tovate, declared that it would be satisfiad if
'l Jevel erossings were closed, provided the
Railway Department built subways or
bridgees in their place. The other sehool of
thonght said, “We know that some eross-
ings in the territory over which we hav:
jurisdicfion are redundant, but we do not
wish to aecept the responsibility of closing
them. {or fear of offending some loeal in-
terests’  And that is the position existinz
ta-dav. T.oeal anthovities are not likely to
act in the matter. After all, they have only
such power as has been vested in them Ly
Parliament. In this partienlar matter they
have no power.

Mv. Lambert: The Commissioner of Rail-
ways has.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Commissioner has not any power cither, ex-
cept as regards temporary closing of eross-
ings for the making of repairs, or in the
interests of public safety.

Mpr. Doney: Who has been doing it in the
past?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
whole of the power in eonneetion with level
erossings is in the Act sought to be amended.
The Bill proposes to set up a hoard to deal
with the question of closing level crossings
which members opposing the measure have
admitted are not required, Therefore & board
of experts is needed, people competent to
make deeisions and free from any petty
lceal interests.

Mr. Doney: Loeal interests are not neces-
sarily pelty.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Very often they are petty. Some of the
opposition te the closing of crossings has
been petty. In the city of Perth there has
been oppesition to the alteration of a eross-
walk, opposition from some local business in-
terest which thought that if people nsed the
cross-walk, they would dross the street right
into its shop, whereas if the eross-walk was
removed to another place people would eross
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the street into somchody else’s shop. That
gives an idea of how petty local interests
can affeet the question of a erossing,

Mr. Sampson: The representation idoes
appear to be unfairly weighted.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
erossings have only one purpose—that people
may cross the railway line: not that trade
may be hrought to some publie house or =ome
other kind of bhusiness; not that one hotel
vather than anolher hotel shall get the busi-
ness obtainable from people crossing  the
railway. Crossings are not put there for the
purpose of developing somae particular husi-
ness interest.  As a result of their being
placed in eertain sitnations, eertain business
interests do develop; and from those sources
we get the kind of opposition that has heen
raised to the Bill, Not an alternative sug-
pestion has heen put up except hy the mem-
ber for Yilgarn-Coolgardic (Mr. Lambert).
All members who have spoken on the motion
recognise that we have a problem, and that
a solution of it is long overdue. As the
member  for  Murehison  (Mr. Marshall)
pointed out, crossings were construeted when
traffic on the reads was much slower than it
15 to-day,

Mr. Lamhert: Not slower than present-day
trains.

Hon. C, (. Latham: The Rivervale eross-
ing could be dealt with very easily.

The JMINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Road iraffie was often slower than railway
traffie, which in the mmagination of the mem-
her for Yilgarn-Coolgardie, who is so fast
himself, is slow. In those davs trallic was
slow and unwieldy. When we seen tons of
stone and loads of bricks going down the
street at 13 or 20 miles an hour, we realise
that there is not now a need for the numerous
crossings that were eonstructed when goods
were carted by horze-drawn vehicles, or eon-
veyed hy other classes of animals even
slower than horses, T have been disappointed
at the opposition directed against the Bill.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We all get eross
when our Bills are objected to.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1f
exception i taken to the constitution of the
board, why not pass the seeond reading of
the Bill and move appropriate amendments
in Committee? That ean be done if mem-
bers think the proposed board is not repre-
sentative enough. * The ohjeet was fo es-
tablish a hoard, the members of which
would be competent to arrive ab deci-
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sions  in such matters. 1 think the
hoard proposed would be competent to do
s0 and to take a broad view, because rail-
way erossings are not matters of mere local
interest but concern the public generally.
Representations may be made to the board
by the Commissioner of Railways for the
closing of this or that cressing, and even
though members may think ihe crossings
concerned are not requirved, the board may
decide that they ave. The Bill contains
no provision cffectively to close a level
erossing, hut merely sets up the machinery
whereby proposals to close erossings may
be referred to a board of competent ex-
perts for consideration. I trust the second
reading of the Bill will be agreed to.

Question put, and a division faken with
the following vesult:—

Avyes . . oo 14
Noes - . 23
Majovity against 1
AYEs,
Mr., Coverley . Mr. Panmon
Mr, Doust «  Mr. Rapbael
Mr. Hawka Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Hegney Mr. F. C. L. Smith
Mr. Marshall ' My, Willeoek
Mr., Millington Mr, Wise
Mr. Needham , Mr. Lambert
. {Teller)
NoOES.
Mrs. Cardeil-Qliver | Mr Sampson
Mr. Cross I Mr. Seward
Mr. Ferguson i Mr. Shearn
Mr. Fox ' Mr. ! M. Smib
Mr., Hill " Mr. Styanis
Miss Holman | Mr Thorn
Mr., Hughes i Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Latham ., Mr. Warner
Mz. Mann e, Watts
Mr, McLarty Mr. Welsh
Mr, North © Mr. Wilson
Mr. Nulsen | arr. Doney
Mr. Patrick I (Teller.»
Pam.
AvE. I No.
Mr. Troy Mr. Stubbs

Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1938-39.
Tn Gommitler af Supply.

Resumed from the 1st November:
Rfleeman in the Chair.

Mr.

Vote—Chief Secretary, £17,663:

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [7.56]: My
intention i3 not to allow the Estimates of
the Chief Seeretary’s Depariment to be
agreed to without taking advantage of the
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oppurtunity te comment upon the sitvation
regarding native affairs. When the Native
Administration Act was before I"arliament
approximately two years ago, considerably
more opposition to its provisions was dis-
played in this House than was subsequently
raised in another place. I suggest that
some of the premonitions of members of
this Chamber regarding the passage of cer-
tain portions of that legislation in the form
finally adopted, were very near the mark
and, in fact, have sinee proved to have been
correct, One phase in particular that I
frust the Minister and these associated
with the functioning of the Department of
Native Affairs will consider, is the neces-
sity, saggested in this House two years
ago, of having separate departmental ad-
ministration, at least to some degree, with
regard to the northern and southern por-
tions of the State. That eourse was re-
comnmended by the Royal Commission, and
had the Commission’s report in that and
in other respeets been more elosely fol-
lowed, I suggest that the present-day posi-
tion regarding the department and the
natives would be considerably better. In-
creasingly is it becoming appavent that
the one method of eontrol that is sought
to be made applicable to natives through-
out the State, is not suecessful, nor is it
likely to be. When it is remembered that
{he greater proportion of the natives in
the south-western parts are half-castes or
with less aboriginal blood than that, mem-
bers must realise that a different set of
eircnmstances ought to be applied there
than in the northern avens. I propose
briefly to comment on one or two aspeets
of the administration of the department
that have occurred to me during the past
few months in relation to the Greal Sou-
thern areas in particular, which form =a
part of the South-Western Division. I sug-
gest that the enforcement of the provisions
of the Act in relation to obtaining permits for
all ¢lasses of emplovment, such as are now
in force and are at times, T believe, not
strietly in accordance with the Act, haz re-
sulted in a decrease in the employment of
natives, including, ns the Act does, half-
castes in those districts, and an undesirable
inercase in the number of natives in reccipt
of departmental sustenance, T regret that
the report of the Commissioner for the 12
months ended 30th .Tune last has not yet been
laid on the Table of the House; but from
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informaiien 1 have, there is no doubt what-
ever that the numher of natives on rations
is increasing in the Great Southern distriets,
although there has heen no inerease in the
number of natives. There are several reasons
for this, one heing that part of the Aect
whieh preseribes certain conditions relating
to hospifal attention and so forth for natives.
The ease I am abont to mention i3 one that
T am sure would never have oecurred to the
framers of this legislation, which is defin-
itely having a restrietive effect upon the em-
ployment of natives in my electorate, par-
ticularly ns domestic servants. The cireum-
stanees of the case are as follows: A citizen
of I{atanning employed a colonrved girl as
a domestie servant previous to the passing
of the Native Adminislration Act. After
the passing of the Aect, he was advised to
inquire from her whether she was a half-
caste or a quadroon, and was informed by
her that she was a quadroon. 1le therefore
thought that she was not subjeet to the Aet.
Ier appearanee gave every indicalion that
she was a quadroon. Subsequently, she was
faken ill and removed to hospital by her
cmployer, from motives of humanity, if for
ne other motive. He took her to the best
hospital he could. I desive to make it quite
clear that the illness did not come under the
provisions of the Workers’ Compensation
Act. The girl had had a similar illness pre-
viously hefore she went into that partienlar
household. She remained in hospital for
many weeks and underwent three or four
operations. When she left hospital, she had
to refuse employment beeanse nf her con-
tinued ill-health, and she went (0 some other
part of the district. Judge (he cmplover's

consternation when he veceived 1 request
from the department to payv  approxi-
mately the saom of £40 for {he hos-
pital expenses of this girl.  He was
told she was a half-easte and that hie onght
to have faken out a permit to anploy
her and eontrvibuted to the wmedieal

fund; and, as he had not done so, he was
liable. There may be conflict of opinion as
to whether or not he is liable.  Althongh the
oceurrence took place more than five or six
months ago, the matter has not yet been
settled, because no oflicial reply has been re-
ecived by the employer from the depart-
ment as to whether the department intends

to enforee payment. No natter what
the law may Dbe, T cannot think the

framers of this legislation ever dreamt of a
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case of this kind. s a matter of fact, some
doubt exists as to whether or not the girl
is a quadroon; if it can be proved she is,
that would settle the matter completely, It
it cannot be proved, then the question of
the emplover’s liability will  have to he
settled. That story, of course, has been
published abroad in the district and T ven-
ture to suggest {hat, until the position is
cleared up, very few coloured girls will be
cemployed as domesties in that part of the
State.

I will quote another instanee of the pecu-
liavity of this legislation. Half-castes are
classed as matives. In my opinion, steps
should be taken at onee to alter fhe legisla-
tion in order to provide that half-castes—at
least in the southern portion of the State,
where the half-castes are civilised—should
not be classed as natives, vnless for pood
and sufficient reason they are to he so
classed by order of a magistrate or some
other competent authority. In his 1937 re-
port, the Chief Protector stated every rea-
sonable effort should be made to absorb the
half-caste population into a state of useful-
ness in  our community. The present ad-
ministration of the Aect is not likely to
achieve that result. I shall quote another
instance to. show members exaetly what I
mean.

In my electorate there is a half-caste who
served for three years and 294 days in the
Australian Imperial Forces during the war.
He received an honourable discharge and
was granted a war pension. He has lived
in the neighbourhood ever since the war
cended. I have what 1 am willing to
say is the privilege of personal acquaint-
anceship with this ex-soldier, and he is
a very decent man indeed, well-behaved
and reasonably dressed. He lives with his
widowed mother, After the passing of the
Act, he was informed that the privilege he
had hitherto enjoyed of being regarded more
or less as a white man and being ahle, in
company with his friends, to visit hotels,
wonld be ended.

Mr. Thorn: He can fight Neville now, in-
stead of Fritz.

Mr. WATTS: Exactly. That man came
to me and asked for advice. I told him to
apply for a permit. He absolutely refused
to do so. He said to me, “If T was good
cnough to fight for three years and 294 days
for this country, I am good enough to enjoy
the privileges of a white man to-day.” I

[ASSEMBLY.}

agree with hin. Administration of that kind
will not nchieve what the Act was intended
o do, namely, bring about the ahsorption,
in n reasonahle manner, of the coloured
people in our eommunity. It will have the
clfect of irritating rensonable people and
cansing  them to doubt whether those in
charge of the department are competent to
control it.

T have hefore me a letter that is an ox-
ample of  other complaints nvhich have
reached me about the administration of the
department. Before T read it, T wish fo
mention that there is a unative mission at
Cinowangerup in my disteiet. I believe that
mission has been responsible, on aceount of
the way (he missionary has condueted it, for
saving Uhe State a very considerable sum of
money.  The missionary, in wy view, is de-
finitely worthy of heing given considerable
responsibility.  1n the mission reserve there
are approximatelvy 200 natives, The mis-
sionary has been suecessful in  obfain-
ing cmplovment for some of them; they
are looked after on the veserve that is at-
tached fo (he mission; and they are to a
certain oxtent faught useful trades. A mis-
sion scheol is condueted by the missionary,
and, were he given greater liberty, T have no
doubt he could de much more useful work,
Yet, from what [ ¢an gather from him—and
1 have no reason to doubt his word—instead
of his efforts heing supported and encouraged
by the persons administering the Aet, the
very opposite is the case.  Jle is full of com-
plaints, whieh T find him very unwilling fo
make public, heeause he maintains that all
he wishes to do is not fo make trouble, but
to assist in the administration of native
affairs in that part of our State. I hope
that the -lepartment, in dealing with that
partienlar mission in the future, will not
adopt the rather obstruetive attitnde I have
reason o heliove it has adopted in the past,

To return to the letter, which is from a
missionary of the United Aborigines Mis-
sion and in which reference is made to a
desive to cstablish a  half-caste sehool at
Kellerhorrin the writer says—

Early this vear I went to Kellerberrin at the
request of the loeal Ministers’ I'raternal to
see what could be done for the half-caste chit-
dren espeeially who were not allowed to go to
the white school and were growing wp in ig-
norance. I found 43 half-caste children of the
second generation, 30 of wlom were of schonl
age. The natives themselves were very an-
xious for a teacher and #nld me they hat
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approached Mr. Neville about it, who told them
he was sorry he could not send them a teacher,
but they could get one For themselves if they
liked.

The Fraternal approsched Mr. Neville for
permission tn start work there, He at first
proposed postponcment as he was contemplat-
ing starting a Government station in the dis-
trict which would take in all the natives from
there right up to Southern Cross. Having heen
in the work among the natives Yor the past
cight years, I nrged the Fraternal to press for
permission tu huild school and guarters. After
a deal of trouble My, Neville at length wrote
the Fraternal saying it was ‘‘lovely of Miss
Jones to bhe willing to tench the children,”’
but at the snme time made it impossible by
saying he could not give permission for quar-
ters to be built on the veserve, bubt they eould
huild 4 schaol provided they undertook all the
expenses present and fatnre and Aid not apply
to him for assistanee. The reserve was six
miles ont of the town. Hew were two women
to get backwards and forwards and help the
people adequately when living six miles awav?
The position now is that Mr. Maitland Leake
has donated land adjinining the reserve so that
we can build both sehool and quarters off the
regerve. Would you he so kind as to ndvise us
how we stand in conneetion with this work?
We know that under the new regulations Mr.
Neville has power to stop us, but has he the
power apart from these regulations for licensing
of missionurivs if Parliument disallows them?
T ask this question becanse T am informed by
one mission that Mr, Neville recently visited
them and let them know he intends to opposc
their work. They arve not on n native reserve
but private property. Therefore if he has
power to upsct them would he not have power
to do the same thing at Xellerberrin?

I do not suggest that the complaint in that
letter is 4 serious one, but I do contend
that it establishes what T said just now in
regard to the Gnowangerup mission, namely,
that apparently there is not a desire on the
part of the department te co-operate with
these people in the very good work they are
undoubtedly doing and endeavouring to do.
T submit that a greater effort shonld be made
by the deparliment to co-operate with these
people for the good of the natives and the
hetterment of the financial pesition of the
department,

I wish also fo make n refercnece to the
proposed re-estahlishment of the Carrolup
settlement. Tn the past when this matter
has been discussed, I have refrained from
saying anything, beeause the place is not
strietly in my own district, but now that the
ramifications of the Department of Native
Affairs ave hefore the House, I wish to sub-
seribe to the opinion of those who say that
the re-opening of the settlement would he
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cutirely unsatisfactory.  When the slation
was  closed  many  vears  ago  everybody

agreed, T think, that the main reason for the
closure was that Carvolup was not a satis-
Factory place for the receplion of a large
number of natives. 1 doubt the produetivity
of the property; I am certain that the water
supply i5 unsuitable and it is probably
brackish. The people who have «ettled on
the land sinee the station was closed and
have heen eareving on as farmers, have
proved that produetivity is far from good
and their financial condition is rather des-
perate.  Considering where it is sitnated and
the experiences of the people that have
settled around it sinee it was closed, on the
understanding that it would not again be
classed as a native reserve, Carrolup is no
place for the establishment of a native insti-
tution, Government or otherwise. Though it
appears that resumption has taken place and
the Crown has made up its mind that a
native settlement is to be estblished, T trust
there is vot time for a change of wind and
that the Government will find a more suit-
able locality for the purpose, because I am
firmly convineed that a hetter site ¢an he
found.

I have noticed in the Press during the last
24 hours eertain observations ¢redited fo the
Minister in charge of the department in
which he claims that fignres said to have
heen quoted by the Leader of the Opposition
are incorrect. T have taken the opportunity
of looking at the Estimates and T find the
figures referred to as having heen quoted are
in the Istimates. If there is any ervor,
therefore, that error must be in the Estimates
themselves, beeanse there has been a substan-
tial inerense in the expenditure of the De-
partment of Native Affairs. That inerensc
is not eniirely accounted for by the fact that
native stations which were previouslty dealt
with under separate headings have now been
included in the general Estimates, There
has been a substantial inerease. No one ob-
jeets—I least of all—to an ineérense in ex-
penditure designed to better the conditions
of the natives, but the increased expenditure
has not resulted in any great improvement
in the adminisiration of native affairs, I
liave already said that there is evidence that
the ratien list is inercasing, Imt there is no
commensurate gain. There is nothing to
show for it. All it does is to undermine
more and more the morale of the natives
which has already lDeen half under-
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mined by the system that has been in opera-
tion for many years past.

I contend that the natives—and I am re-
ferring partieularly to the South-West areas
—should, so far as possible, be given every
opportunity to develop a spirit of self-
support. They shonld he discouraged from
seeuring rations and envouraged to obtain
employment in any plaee where they may he
able to obiain it. Restrictions should nat he
placed on persons wishing to employ them. T
dare say I shall be told that the restrictions
placed on intending cmployers are more
imaginary than real beeanse all that is neces-
sary is the payment of 3s. to obtain the
necessary permit (o employ these people,
But that is not the position. Most of the
work that the young men ave eapahle of per-
forming is done on farms but very often the
further the farms are away from the larger
areas where protectors and police  officers
live, the more likely are they not to get work,
In the ordinary course of events, if there
were no such requirements, a nalive would
8o to a farmer and wake arrangements to do
some clearing or other work—and T know
such arrangements have been imade—and the
work could proceed straight awav. At the
present time, however, the farmer savs,
“To employ you, I have fo get a per-
mit. I have not a telephone and even
if T had a telephone I conld not get
a permit by phoune. T should have to drive
anything up to 60 miles to Katanning or
some other eentre to obtain it. T eannot em-
ploy a native without a permit. Therefore,
I cannot give wou a joh.” That ix what is
happening to-day.

Mr. Marshall: Would that apply to full-
bloods, half-castes or quadroons?

Mr. WATTS: 1t is supposed to apply
to full-hloods only, Lut {he favmers do not
know exacetly what the pesition is, and they
do not know whether a partienlar man is
exempt or not. When they have any doubt,
from all I ean gather, as the result of much
inquiry, they turn down the prospeetive
employee beeause they are not sure of what
they can do. As I have said, the difficulty
may be more imaginary than real, but the
nef, result is that the nafives are not getting
employment. The Act definitely seems to
be in need of an overhaut in that respeet
and also in other dirvections. T do not know
whether the complaints thai were made as
to the Commmnissioner of Native Affairs noi
handing over moneys left to natives by rela-
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tives or in some other way are correct or
not. I notice from the regulations that many
provisions are made for the retention of a
certain proportion of a native's money and
for its safe custody in a trust fund. I am
unaware whether that provision would ap-
ply to all natives who had any money due
to them, or whether it would apply only *n
cerfain instances where there was proof that
the native could not he entrusted with the
money. If the latter is the ease, possibly
there may be less objection to the provisions,
and perhaps no objeetion at all, althongh
there is no evidenee of it that I ean see. The
information one can get indicates it is in-
tended to apply to all snch funds. I do
not think the Legislature intended that any
sum of money to which a native was entitled
should be placed in a trust fund. The native
should be in a position to receive it and
expend it. For these reasons objection has
been taken to the regulations in the past,
and will be ftaken in the future. I trust
the AMinister in charge will give the maiter
very ecareful considevation, and afford an
opportunity to the House to eonsider the
rezulations, If he docs, he will find the
majority of members of holh Houses are
agreeable to eonsiderable alterations heing
cffected.

ME. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.21]:
It is pleasing to note the Opposition mem-
bers' change of front. Some years ago an
attempt was made to secure favourable con-
sideration on behalf of half-hloods and les=,
to the end that they might enjoy the fran-
chise accorded to citizens of the State. Some
very adverse eriticism to that suggestion
was passed by members opposite.  Ap-
parently they have sinee changed their
point of view and it is high time thev
did s0. When the Native Administra-
tion Act was before Parliament about
two vears ago I expressed the opinion that
colonr should not be a bar to citizenship.
It is wrong that it should be a bar. A eol-
oured person from any couniry can migrate
to this State and immediately enjoy com-
plete freedom. He can go where he likes
and work for whom he likes, so long as he
complics with the laws that we ourselves
have to ahide by. In such circumstances,
he is left alone, although he is a stranger
in the country and is as black as & Western
Australian aboriginal. We do not diserim-
inate hotween the white and the blaek im-
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migrant, hut we do diseriminate between
the white and the Western Australian hlack.
We do not stop there. We are fold that an
Act has heen passed to protect our natives.
I doubt whether we could eall it protection.
I will prove that remark later by reading
some of the regunlations. I defy anvone to
prove that the nntive of Australia is any-
thing more than a chattel slave.  ITf there
were any other intentinn than to make a chat-
tel slnve of the native who ix brought under
the Act, T lave yet to understand the
regulations. Whatever may be said of the
law that was passed to protect our natives,
T contend it is eriminal to suggest that those
of half-blood and less should be classed as
natives. That is going heyond a fair thing.
If members only knew the parentage of
some of these people they would hesitate
to bring them into that category. The point,
however, need not he stressed. It is objee-
tionable that children horn with white blood
in them shonld be plaeed on a status so much
lower than is the imported black, Why we
should have a special Act to interfere with
people having white blood in them I do not
know, ner de T understand why we shonld
¢lass them as natives. T take strong execep-
tion to such a prineiple, and contend
that the Ae¢t in  that  respect s
wrong. Instead of forcing a person of half-
blood ov less to apply for exemption from
the Act, the position should be the other
way round. Anyone born with a good per-
centage of the hlood of whites in him shonld
be free until the alleged protector under the
Act applies to a magistrate and justifies his
right to bring the “nafive” under the Aet.
In some eirenmstances we have put the guad-
roon o a lower plane than the full-blooded
black who migrates from another country.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We have not done so
by law; it has been done by administration.

Mr. MARSIHALL: Even by law we have
done it up to the age of 21

Hon. C. G. Latham: No.

Mr. MARSHALL: So long as these people
are living under certain conditions, they can
be classed as natives. How can we expect
anyone, no matter what quantity of the
blood of whites he may have, to exert his
rights if we continue to harass and perseente
him ¢

Mr. Thorn: And keep on telling him he
i= black.

Mr. MARSHALL: We treat these people
as though they were black.
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The Premier: They treat themselves as
Llack,

Mr, MARSITALL: And have no encour-
agement {o do olherwise.

The Tremier: Thev eonsort with blacks.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Premier knows of
a Family T have in mind. Why should those
people have to apply for exemption? They
were quite right not to do so.

The Minizter for Justice: Tt is what Par-
linment desired.

Mr, MARSIHALL: Quite a numher of us
did not think such people would be brought
uader the Act, and were surprised to heav
that it was so.

The Minister for Justice: That is a re-
flection on Tarlinment.

My, MARSHALL: Many of us did not
nnderstand that these people wonld be ex-
cluded from getting permits. T am not re-
flecting wpon Parliament.

The Alnister for Justice: You ought te
have known.

Mr. Warner: Tt has all been done by regu-
lation.

Mr, MARSHALL: Ministers when inirvo-
ducing Bills tell us they contain certain pro-
visions.

Flon. €. G. Latham: Bui they do not hinff
members,

Mr. MARSHALL: They do sometimes,
and mislend both themselves and us too.
Tmmediately the Act is fested in court or
made the subject of a ruling by the Crown
Law Depariment, it is found to be some-
thing uite different. Only reeently a Minis-
ter promulgated a regulation amending an
Act of Pacliament. T want to he believed
when [ sny ihat guite a few of us here did
not know (hat suech people were to bhe
aflected. T enter an emphatie protest. If
education, eulture and social status arve to
eount as nothing in the eaze of these people,
it they are still to he treated as natives and
to be obliged to apply for exemption from
the Aet, they are cevtainly not being encour-
aged to vemain self-reliant. We point the
finger of scorn at them and say, “You are
ahoriginals.”

DMr. Warner: We make them
position more keenly.

AMr. MARSI[ALL: Tn some respeets it
does not matter what happens, but, who is
concerned in the aappening? A few months
ago I saw a photograph of a jet-black coon,
and beside him, most affectionately, was a
beantiful white woman. No onc attached

feel their
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any importanee to that episode, because the
man happencd te be an American pugilist.
A man may be black, and if he gets to the
top of a calling he ceases to be black, be-
eomes white-washed, and there is no harm in
a beautiful white woman associating with
him, But if an old kangarcoer or a poor old
bushy does the same thing, that is utterly
wrong. We are highly inconsistent. Once a
wealthy Asiatie of high seeial standing
escaped to his native shores with three bean-
tiful Australian girls, and no one spoke very
adversely of the happening,

Hon. €. . Latham: The girls were taken
from him.

My, MARSITALL: Yes, by the law; hut
fhere was no strong eritieism,

The Miuister for Justice: One Asiatie was
given a send-off in Melbourne.

Mr. MARSHALL: Why should we exon-
erate n black of social standing, and make n
eriminal of a man without social standing
who does the same thing? T protest on be-
half of people who live on the same level as
white folk. Scores of families living eom-
fortably in niece homes, well behaved, well
educated, having every regard for citizen-
ship, are treated as blacks,

Hon, C. G. Latham: We make prisoners
of them.

Mr. MARSHALL: We make chattel slaves
of them. The proposed regulation amounts
to absolute slave-driving.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Their children are
torn away from them.

Mr, MARSHALL: Secmingly anything
at all can be done to them., The member
for Katanning (My. Watts) said it was
necessary that the law should differ in dif-
ferent parts of the State. T am of opinion
that it shouid differ in other respects. Tt
should differentiate in favour of any persen
with white blood. The Act should not apply
to full-blooded aborigines eduncated in mis-
sions and living as we do, witl every regard
for morality. Unless blacks live substantially
like natives in the ahoriginal state, they
should not be subject to the Aet. Yet they
are harassed with laws, by-laws, regulations,
and protectors of aborigines. Thus they
have no chauee of rising above the native
status. They slould be encouraged to risc,
but we are not encouraging them. Again,
they have to ohey two sets of laws—the set
that affects the white, and then a special law
with 149 regulations, Those regulations are
truly wonderful.  Some are trivial, others

,complain about that!
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are drastic. Al of them apply to persons
of the half-blood living on the same plane
as ourselves.

Mr. Warner: Some of them are working,
and earning the basic wage.

Mr. MARSHALL: Regulation 28 applics
to institutions and reserves, their conduet
and management; and it reads—

Any person charged with insulordination, in-
decent or unseemly behavieur, disorderly or
immoral conduct, or the use of abusive or ob-
seene language within an institution or reserve
for natives, or heing in possession of firearms
or poison, shall be liable to a penalty in accord-
ance with these regulations.

Evidently, all that is needed in order to
punish a person is to charge him—not to
find him guilty.

Hon. C, G. Latham: The Police Offences
Act provides for all that. It gives the man
a trial

Mr, MARSHALL: Under this regulation
he need only be charged, not found guilty.
If he is charged, he has committed a breach
of the regulations. Here is another regula-
tion, No. 38, which is approprinte and right
up to date. It provides—

Every inmate shall have a separate bed com-

plete with neéessary hedding as may be re-
quired by the Commissioner.
I suppose twin beds are the order of the
duy for married couples. Well, we won’t
This goes to show
how modern the draftsman of the regulations
is, Next we have No. 46—

The diseipline enforeed within an institution

or vegerve shall he mild and firm.  All degrad-
ing and injurions punishments shall he avoided,
sueh as the ““hoxing’? of children’s cars, Girls’
hieads shall not be shorn as n  punishment,
neither are they to be deprived of their elothes
ancd dressed in such n way as to hold them
wp Lo ridicule.
Does not sueh o regulation hold those re-
sponsible up to ridicule? The girls must
not bhe touched, but the boys ean have their
ears hoxed! They ean be undressed! Here
we find no equality of the sexes. All this is
modern, quite up to date. How childish
some of these regulations ave! Wounld it
not be sufficient to have a regnlation to the
effect that undue punishment of any sort
must he avoided?  The remarkable thing
about it is that these rvegulations are to he
enforced by individuals in charge of insti-
tutions and veserves. IHere is another,
Regulation 47a reads—

A protector may inflict summary punishment
by way of coufincment for not execeding 14
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days upon an inmate of an instifution within
a reserve guilty of serious misconduet, neglect
of duty, insubordination or persistent breaches
of the regulations, but during such confinement
there shall be no reduction in the normal diet
scale.  Where possible, breaches of the regula-
tions shall be reported to the nearest police
officer for such action as he may deem
necessary.

That is getting pretty close to chattel slav-
erv. We are giving individuals complete
control and the sufferers are to have no
redress whatever.  Paragraph (b) of the
same regulation reads—

Cotporal punishment way as a last resort ho

inflicted in the presence of a witness by the
superintendent or manager or by the school-
master or sehoolmistress by the direction and
upun the responsibility of the superintendent
er manager, but in ne case must be inflieted
on inmates 18 years of age or over. Where
the punishment of a female is necessary sueh
must be inflicted in the presence of the matron
or some responsible female officer of the in-
stitution.
These regulations are for the control of
children up to 18 years of age. If a girl is
1714 years of age, she can be humiliated by
being thrashed in front of other people; and
there is to be no redress for her. I ean find
nothing in the regulations that gives the
sufferer the right to protest.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do not think the
Commissioner has any authority under the
Act to make sueh regulations.

Mr. Watts: What about Regulation 85¢

Mr. MARSHALL: I have not had time to
go through all of them. I am dealing with
the modern ones, and have selected a few
to show how the regulations will make chat-
tel slaves of our natives. I thought the days
had passed when that sort of thing could
prevail. I thought we had finished with that
‘when the slaves were released in Ameriea
many years ago. So far from having
finished with chattel slavery, we find an
effort made in Western Australia to re-
introduce the system and apply it fo the
natives of Western Australia. I hope that
will not be tolerated.

The Minister for Justice: All institutions
must insist on having some authority.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. I would have
some regard for regulations of this deserip-
tion if the natives were being put inte an
institntion that was in the nature of a refor-
matory. On the one hand, we have innocent,
uneducated people, ignorant of our laws and
customs. On the other hand, we have people
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of white blood in control. In &he mauiu, I
suppose, these institutions will deal with the
wild, full-blooded natives that are wholly un-
cducated. The unfortunate wretches will
know nothing about our customs and laws,
and what they do will be, in their eyes, quite
vight. Yet we are to subject people of that
deseription to punishment. T protest against
it.

The Premier: The whole object of the de-
partment is to treat the natives well

Mr. MARSHALL: No doubt the depart-
mental view is that that is being done. We
heard instances quoted by the Leader of the
Opposition regarding action taken with
reference to natives’ property and money.
We liave heard other instances indicating
that the Commissioner appears to want to
father the natives, instead of leaving them
alone, The most remarkable thing to me is
that the Premier, as Treasurer, bas a limited
amount of money at his disposal, and yet,
instead of encouraging the natives to become
self-reliant and to maintain themselves, he
allows this officer, the Commissioner of
Native Affairs, continually to bring them
under his control.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Making mendicants
of them.

Mr. Marshall: Yes, coercing them and
making them a burden on the State.

The Premier: The eriticism against the
Government has heen that it will not find
money for the amelioration of their econdi-
tions.

Mr. MARSHALL: This sort of thing will
not ameliorate their conditions.

The Premier; The critieism has been that
no Government has been prepared to spend
mmey on the natives and make their eondi-
tions better.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know that it
has been.

The Premier: Now there is eriticism be-
canse we are providing some money.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Who ecriticised the
Government for that? T said you were not
getting value for the money you were spend-
ing and that vou were making mendicants
of them.

The Minister for Justice: They were born
mendicants,

Mr. MARSHALL: The responsibility of
the Government is to edueate these people
as fully as possible, having regard to their
mental backwardness. The Government should
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provide the education that can be absorbed,
and so help to qualify the natives for eitizen-
ship. If that is not the object, then, for
goodness sake, let us release the natives from
control of this description and not fors
them to apply to some official for a permit
before they ¢an sccure employment. —We
have had instaneces of what some of the
natives can do, especially those that are
of half blood. They are well edueated
and can write splendid letters. They marshal
their subject-matter well, and lLve on the
same plane as white men. Although they
have attained that standard, they are to be
humiliated and forced to go to a magistrate
or someone else to get a permif of exemp-
tion. Under such conditions can it be sug-
gosted that we are helping to make them
self-reliant and to give them a moral
status? We are doing nothing of the
kind. We say to them that they are
still natives in thelr own land. It is not
reasonable to spend money on educating
them, training them to an appreciation of
our own outlook and onr customs, and then
tell them that they are still natives. What
is the good of edueation and culture to
them if they arve still to be treated as na-
tives? Rather let us epcourage them to be
self-reliant and broad-minded. Let us in-
stil in them a sense of responsibility. Surely
that is preferable to coercing them in Gov-
ernmnent ingtitutions and reserves, Simply
becanse Mr. Neville—where did he come
from?

The Premier: From England, the home
of the frec.

Mr. MARSHALL: T think this position
must have been found for Mr. Neville be-
canse he was in the Civil Service and no
other position was available.

The Premier: Mr. Neville is a recognised
authority regarding the natives, and needs
no apologist.

My. MARSHALL: That is wonderful! A
man of this deseription can be put into his
present position, and we have Ministers
championing him and endorsing his actions.

Hon. C. . Latham: Even writing an
article in the Press about him.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is all entirely
wrong.

Mr. Warner: He studied the native ques-
tien for three months.

Mr. MARSHALL: The man at the head
of the Department of Native Affairs should
be experienced for the task.
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Mr. Thorn: He is very polite; be raises
his hat to gins,

Mr. MARSHALL: I know. The people
in the North-West had a good time when
he was visiting that part of the State.

Mr. Warner: The niggers speak well of
him.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know whe-
ther the niggers think well of him or not,
but I know he is adversely criticised by
the people of the North regarding his atti-
tode towards the natives. Instead of giv-
ing these full-blooded natives and half-
castes some encouragement to faece the
world with the rest of us, they are coerced
and pestered by alleged profectors. Para-
graph (c) of Regulation 47 provides—

Corporal punishment may be inflicted for
offences against morality, gross impertinence,
or tor persistent disobedience. hut not for
trivial breaches of discipline or dullness in
learning.

There is one exeuse! They must not be
punished for dullness in learning.

The Premier: The natives used to he
flogged in the old days.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Premier should
get that out of his head.

The Premier: There was a lot of flogging
at one time.

Mr. MARSHALL: A lot of it goes on
now. To give a person complete power 1o
inflict punishment of this kind is wrong.
Who is to be the judge of the persistent
disobedience or gross impertinence?

The Premier: The man himself.

Mr. MARSHALL: The man who will in-
flict the punishment! I would not mind if
these children could appeal to their par-
ents; but this, of course, they cannot do,
as they are living in an institution and do
not see their parents. Further, the parents
would not have the eonrage to protest.

Mr. Styants interjected.

Mr, MARSHALL: Who is to say whe-
ther ¢rime is committed? The Protector
is the accuser and the judge. It is he who
says what gross impertinence or persistent
disobedience is.

Mr. Styants: Schoolmasters punish ehil-
dren.

Mr. MARSHALL: But children in our
schools are not punished severelv. As a
matter of fact, I think the cane is foreign
to our schools.

Mr. Styants: Spare the rod and spoil the
child.
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A, MARSHALL: I am not arguing that.
Our children have a eertain amount of in-
dependence; they leave school and return
home to their parents, who will protect
them if they are unfairly treated. But
the native children are in a different posi-
tion. A young native girl ¢an he subjected
to eanings until she attains the age of 18
years; so ean a nalive hov. They have no
redress. If they escape from the instifu-
tion they will he found and brought hack
speedily.  Let hon. members put themsclves
in the position of these natives, nnd econ-
sider how they would like sueh trentment.

The regulations are almost inhuman. Who
will be in charge of the reserves? There
will be no cheek on them.

The Premicr: Yes, thore will.

Mr. MARSHTHALL: We owrselves have

laws to protect us, but those people will he
ineareerated in an institution. 1 fail to see
how, under the regulations, a person who
is unduly penalised can obtain redress. So
far as T ean gather, native missions, no mat-
ter by what denomination they arve con-
trolled, treal the natives fairly. [ have not
heard of any case of eruclty. The regula-
tions should not be allowed. T do not like
the idea of some person being given the
power to decide whether a native boy or a
native girl is grossly impertinent or per-
sistently disobedient. The child has no de-
fenee. He would be afraid to complain be-
cause of the likelihood of a repetition of
the punishment. I certainly do not think
any half-caste or quarter-easte should
be classed as a native. In that respect the
Act is wrong. With the member for Katan-
ning, I shall welcome an early opportunity
of amending Lhe Act.

MER. MANN (Beverley) [8.55]: I agree
with the remarks of the member for Mur-
chison, We can diseuss this question in-
definitely in this way, but ean achieve no
result. The regulations are part of the Aect
and I have ecome to the eonclusion that the
gentleman in charge of this depavtment is
not eompetent to administer it. Wo matter
where one goes, one hears eomplaints ahout
him, exeept from Ministers, and why they
have no complaints beats me. Apparently,
AMr. Neville has not heen successful in his
position as Chief Protector. All this talk
-that we have bad is waste of time.

The Premier: It is a very diflieult sub-
Jeet.
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Mr, MANN: The natives are inereasing
rapidly in hath the North and the South.
Half-castes are becoming more numerous.
The regulations are reminiseent of the days
of slavery; they are wicked and eruel. It
is disgusting to think that an intelligent
man should ask Parliament to allow them.
The Commissioner of Native Alfairs has had
many years' experience, but apparvently he is
incapable of controlling this department.
The Commissioner must not only be eon-
versant with natives and their ways, but
must have a general knowledge of the eon-
dittons under which they live. Goodness
knows how many half-eastes we shall have
within the next ten years, There are 300
at Quairading and 150 at Brookton, and half
of them are on rations.

Hon. C. G, Latham: More than half now.

Mr. MANN: T desive to quote a ease for
the information of the Premier. Young

“couples engaged in farming find it exceed-

ingly difficult to obtain domestie servants.
A man I know is employing a half-easte girk
as a domestie. He pays the girl-Gs, a week,
as uereed with My, Neville, but has now
heen instructed to remit 3s. per week to
Perth on aecount of the girl, The employer
has refused to remit that meney to Perth,
as he contends he eannot do so until the girl
is properly clothed. She eannot clothe her-
self on 3s. a week. Mr. Neville said that
there is a fund in Perth out of which money
is provided to purchase clothes and other
neeessaries for aborigines. Why this cen-
tralisation? Why must aborigines buy their
requirements in the city and at the diree-
tion of the Commissioner? T tell the Pre-
micer that farmers refuse to employ aborigines
until these restrictions are removed, We
are not absorbing our half-castes in useful
industries. Many of them are excellent
workers, but will revert to their old lazy
sfate under present conditions. (any half-
eastes are almost as fair as our own Ans-
tralian givls.

Hon. C. G. Latham: As a matter of fact,
our girvls try to darken themselves so as to
look like half-eastes.

AMr. MANN: Half-caste girls eould be use-
fully employed as domesties. The domestie
question is deplorable in farming aveas.
Young mothers with two or three children
cannot obtain help. So long as the regula-
tions remain in foree, farmers will not em-
ploy half-caste girls as domestics. Parlia-
ment should aet in the matter. We have
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taken the land from these unfortunate people
and we should do something for them. As
to Mr. Neville, get rid of him and obtain
a man who is eapable of efficiently control-
ling the department.

MER. CROSS (Canning) [9.0]: I cannot
‘let this opportunity pnss without making a
few remarks. I waited patiently for the new
regulations, and, while 1 have not perused
them thoroughly, I have read enough of them
to make me deeide to move for the disallow-
ance of the lot. The member for Perth (Mr
Needham) suggested that a certain number
should he disallowed, and I am sorry that he
did not move for the disallowance of themn
all, so that new regulations might be framed
and the adviee of other people sought in
addition to that of the present departinental
<officers who have been compiling the regula-
tions, and who cvidently have not much idea
about the subject—in fact, probably less
than I have,

I have no aborigines in my electorate, with
the exeeption of a few quarter-castes and
half-castes in Sister Kate’s Home, T have
never heard of the Department of Native
Affairs seeking to treat those children as
white children are treated.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The officers of the
department do not want to.

Mr. CROSS: They shonld.

Hon. C. G. lLatham: Of course they
should.
Mr. CROSS: There are three or four

orphanages in elose proximity to each other
at one end of my clectorate, and 1 do not
know why the children in Sister Kate's home
are expected to be maintained for 3s. or 4s.
2 week less than are the children in the other
homes. I have heard no suggestion from
Mr. Neville that an increase should he
granted. He and his department know full
well that Sister Kate has fo ohtain from
charitable people the means to support the
<children—apart from whaf she gets from the
department—bheeanse she has given all that
she herself had. That Sister Kate is ex-
pected to keep the children on such a small
amount is no eredit to the department. I
was speaking to a gentleman one day and he
said, “Why does not your Government cut
out a man like Mr. Neville and employ him
at something that he can do? I was once
zoing to the North-West on the ‘Koolinda,’
and Mr. Neville called me and two or three
other men to the side of the boat,—he had a
wonderful idea of himself—end peoinfing to

[ASSEMBLY.]

some fires and smoke along the coast in the
distanee, said, ‘You see that smoke? That
i= made by aborigines sending a bush tele-
gram warning the niggers up the coast that
¢he Big White Chief is ecoming uwp.’ They
were, of course, only bush fires.” ‘

Hon. C. G. Latham: 1s that what he said?

Mr. CROSS: On anether occasion

Mr., Raphact: Tell them the one about
Connolly and the goat.

Mr. CROSS: I heard another story of
a gentleman who went to Moola Bulla Sta-
tion with two or three other men, one of
whom had a camera. He spid he would like
to take a snap of some of the natives. “I do
not think you shonld take those photo-
graphs,” said My, Neville, “they might not
like it.” The gentleman persisted, however,
and took the photograph. The natives all

“lined up for the photograph, and afterwards

one of the natives said, “I hope you will put
that in the “Sunday Times’ so that we can
see it.” That is reputed 1o be true. I have
related these stories beeause they are heing
told outside, Many people have the idea that
what Mr, Neville knows abont the aborigines
in the North-West is no more than he has
learned from the porthole of & ship. I do
not know whether that is true or not; but I
do not agree with the regulations manufac-
tured in his deparctinent tor the control of
aborigines. Therefore 1 intend to move that
they be disallowed. When they are dis-
allowed, I hope the Government, before
framing fresh regulations, will take steps to
consult other people who have a more inti-
mate knowledge of the problem. I hope also
that the Government will pay some heed to
what I have said about the small amount
allowed to the native echildren in Sister
Kate’s home, and inerease the sum granted
both for those children and for the orphans
living in other institutions in the State, he-
cause even though they are half-caste or
fquarter-caste children, they arc entitled to be
fed on the same seale as are white ehildren.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park} [9.6]:
I wish to add my protest agninst the sug-
zested regulations. I eannob understand the
attitude of the Government in allowing an
administrative head to bring hefore this
House a regulation that definitely breaks
the law of the land. The Hounse has had
before it amehdments to the Poisons
Act providing that certain drugs must be
issued by a pharmaceutical chemist only
upon veeeipt of a certificate by a medical
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practitioner. Regulation 83 made under
the Native Administration Aet is as fol-
lows :—

Wherever a general permit to employ natives
is beld hy an cemployer, such employer shall
keep and make available a sufficient supply of
first-ald and medieal necessities to the aatis-
faction of the Commissioner, and where the
number of natives employed or resident on the
premises in any case cxceeds six im number,
the following equipment, medicine and drugs
shall bhe maointained and supplied free of
charge to native employees whenever neces-
STy e—

There follows a list of the equipment, medi-
cines and drugs which must be provided, I
object to two things in this regulation. I
object to the fact that the Government
should become an advertising agent for a
particular kind of medicine, and that the
Government, or rather not the Government
but Mr. Neville—although the Government
is in some small degree responsible for bring-
ing down the regulations

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Government was
told by Mr, Neville to do so.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I wonld not even say
the Government was told by Mr. Neville, but
I do believe that perhaps the Minister in
another place did not study the regulations
as he should have done, and did not realise
their importance. This regulation provides
that, amongst other things, a 4-0z. pot of
Golden Eye ointment shall be supplied. Tt
is not for this Government to advertise a
particular ointment. The prineipal eom-
plaint from which the natives suffer is
venereal disease, and I do not think that a
pot of Golden Eye ointment is going to be
a eure for that. Then I objeet to the pro-
vision that there shall be supplied “a hypo-
dermic syringe with hypodermic tablets, e.g.,
morphia, gr. 4. The Government has no
right, nor has Mr. Neville any right, to sug-
gest that persons not being medical practi-
tioners should have free aceess to the drug
morphia. The Poisons Aet precludes any
person other than a medical praetitioner
from ordering the use of such a drug.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What about the drug
just in front of it?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The hon. member refers
to “mercurochrome.” That is not a danger-
ous drug.

Hon. C. G. Latham:
sores, is it not?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Yes, it is more potent
than is iodine, hut does not induee pain, to
which a native always objeets. I have been

It is for healing
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amongst natives and have seen tbhe econdi-
tions under which they exist. Regulation
84 says— '

Any goods sold by an cmployer of native
Iabour to his native employces shall be sold at
a rate not oxcceding the rate charged in Te-
spect to white cmployees, or at the current
market value,

Gins, when walking through the ecuntry,
frequently pick up nuggets of gold. Is it.
suggested that some storekeeper will weigh,
the zold and value it, or must the nugget be
forwarded to Mr. Neville in Perth and be
weighed and valued by him?  Regulation 85
SnyS—

The Commissioner may dircet that the wages
or part of the wages of any native shall be
paid to lLim in trust for such native, in any
manner he may think fit, and the wages shal
he paid by the employer accordingly.

That regulation deprives these people ‘of
their freedom. Regulation 96 says—
The employer shall tnrnish the employec with
an invoice or detailed record dochket covering
any deduction made from his wages for pur-
chases from the station or any other store, and
the employer ghall obtain the receipt of the
employee fur any stoves or other goods what-
soever dispesed of by him to the employec.

Very few niggers are able to write their own
names, and yet My, Neville suggests that
when receiving their wages or goods from
their employee they shall sign for them.
That is ridieulons. The next regulation
sys— .

An employer shall grant an cmployee paul
holidays at convenient periods which shall be
equivalent to not less than one day for each
month of service, provided that where praeti-
cable an emplnoyce shall be granted the leave
upon the completion of each 12 months of
cantinuous service. )
Ii is absurd to suggest that any native wonld
stay on a station for 12 months, when we
know quite well he will go for a “walk-
about” two or three times a year. Aectually
the natives are here to-day and gone to-
morraw. The suggestion that they will tve-
main on a station for 12 months at a time is
ridiculous. Another regulation states that
a female native shall not be engaged as a
honseworker at any place where n whita
woman is not resident. Many of the station
hands who are married have to remain at
work throughoot the year, but great hard-
ship would be ecreated for those who are
managing stations if white women were ex-
pected to remain on hand for 12 months at
a time. The member for Perth (Mr. Need-
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ham) wants eerlain regulations disallowed,
but I hope they will all be disallowed.
They should be drafted by someoue whe
has more knowledge of the subject than has
Mr, Neville.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Some of them are
quite good. I have read through them.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The hon. member must
be very keen to be able to select two or
three regulations that are of any use. I
hope the Government will give further con-
sidoration to them ali, and submit them
again in another form.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[9.15]: I protest against the eontinued ex-
penditure upon what I vegard as something
foreign to State activities. I refer to the
Observatory.  Somebody has said, “Arise
fair moon, and shut out the envious sun.”
That is about all the value we can ever get
from the expenditure of approximtely £1,700
a year. It would be wrong for me to sug-
gest that astronomy, with its corresponding
seiences and all that it has led to in the
way of development and growth, is futile.
It is ouly futile in the sense of heing eon-
ducted by our Observatory, which is praecti-
cally only a peep show, though costing the
State nearly £2,000 a year. Daily complaints
are made that our Government buildings
are overcrowded, that they are not ft
for scientific resenreh, and for the ae-
commodation of officers.  Notwithstanding
this, we have to ineur expenditure on
the Observatory year after vear. Ministers
have admitted that the department is one
that should be taken over by the Common-
wealth authorities. Aeccording to the Con-
stitution, that is so, but suceeeding Govern-
ments have allowed the present state of
affairs to continue.

Mr. Marshall; When the member for Boul-
der was Premier he endeavoured to induce
the Federal Government to take over the
Observatory.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Federal Govern-
ment readily took over the State Savings
Bank, and that led to Wostern Australia
taking its first step towards bankruptey.
The State Government continues to conduct
a department that is divoreed from all other
State Government aetivities, when the obli-
gation is one that should have been taken
over by the Commonwealth Government
many years ago. The money involved could
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be expended in many better ways. We do
uot want peep shows at such a high cost.

Ar. Hegney: What do yon mean by a
perp show?

Mr., LAMBERT: There is a telescope at
the Observatory, through whieh the hon.
member could indulge, if he wished, in a
peep at the ecelestinl scenery. I have it in
mind te move a reduction of £1 in the
amount of this vote, by way of protest. Re-
cently members were opposing, on the score
of ecxpense, the establishment of a bureau
of industry and econontic research. For the
amnual eost of the Observatory we could
have four or five scientific men rendering
assistanee to  agriculture, mining, and all
other manufacturing and commercial activi-
ties in Western Australin, We permit our
Observatory to exist side by side with the
Commeonwenlth Meteorological Branch. The
whole of the metcorologieal work in West-
ern Australia is done by the Commonwealth
Government. T koow all that ¢can be done by
the expenditure of money on scientific re-
searcl. I heard the late Thomas Wal-
ker speaking of the glories of astronomy.
About 20 years ago I had occasion to study
the history of our Observatory. A world
congress of astronomers had agreed that it
was essenfial to the progress of their science
to have a eatalogue of the stars. Affer our
local astronomer had been engaged on this
warvellous research work for 10 or 12 years,
it was foreibly pointed out to him by an
astronomer of fame that he had Deen
using his fclescope in the wrong direc-
tion: that he had been eataloguing stars
which another astronomer had alsa bheen
cataloguing for 10 or 12 years. Those faets
are recorded in “Hansard.” Harvard has a
telescope G5 or 7O ft. in length, possibly
the most penetrating telescopic instrument
that the mind of man ean conceive. Wonder-
ful work is heing done in the faseinating if
abstruse scienee, which eventnally may tell
us where we are likely to go. That, however,
is not an object to be sought after by a small,
comparatively impeeunious State like West-
ern Australia. We must live within the four
corner-pegs of the revenne we ecan raise.
There are a hundred and one direetions in
which we ean spend money more nsefully than
in the running of the Observatory. That
institution occupies a valuable building on
a highly valuable site. The Commonwealth
should run the Observatary, and then we
could use the building for research work
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of an entirely different nature. It is im-
possible to over-estimafe what scientific re-
search may achieve in a young State like
this. In Western Australia, divorced as it
is from the Eastern States and their c¢om-
mereial enterprises, practically relying upon
itself, we need scientific direction, QOrdinary
people have to climb into positions giving
them twelve or fifteen hundreds pounds a
year:

The CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member
connecting those statements with the Ohser-
vatory?

Mr. LAMBERT: A chemist is asked to
aceept three or four hundred a year for
highly useful research work. I recognise
the futility of trying to hammer into the
heads of Ministers that they should realise
their responsibility to Western Australia
in this respect. For 20 wears they have
failed to do so. T have made my last

protest against this unnecessary expen-
diture. The Minister for Agriculture, being
seientifically trained, should realise the

value to the State of a highly skilled agri-
cultural chemist furnishing guidance to the
departmental officers, as against a peep-
show that during the last 20 or 30 years has
made no econtribution whatever to the State’s
economic life, nor yet to the seien-
tific side of astronomy. Some years ago,
when the astronomers of the world went to
Wallal to witness the eclipse of the sun, did
our Government Astronomer go? No. He
merely sent one of his subordinates fo
Wallal, where were congregated some of the
world’s greatest secienfists and astronomers.
T hope the Government, from the Premier
downwards, will fake notice of my com-
ments. I do not know whether their atii-
tude indieates a certain degree of cowardices,
hesitation, or lack of knowledge of com-
parative values; but how they can consent
te continne providing money for a purely
Commonwealth funetion is beyvond me.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [9341: I do
nol know where T can find the item to which
T may address myself to elicit some infor-
mation. A few nights ago the Leader of
the Opposition drew attention te an ineor-
rect, or unanthorised, payment to Mr. Wolff;
and in the Anditor General’s report, under
the heading of “Ineorrect Appropriations,”
following the mention of the payment lo
Mr. Wolff, there appears a reference to
Division 42, item 2. We have been discuss-
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ing matters relating to Division 42, but I
see no item 2 in the vote. However, the re-
ference in the Auditor Gencral’'s report is
as follows:—

A grant of £60 to the Carnarvon Parents

and Citizen’s Association towards the cost of
a mill and equipment in eonnection with irri-
gation plot proposals. A prant of £50 to the
Gascoyne Planters’ Associntion re  tropieal
display at the Royal Show.
I do not object to either of those payments,
but I take strong exception to money heing
appropriated without anthority, and then
cloaked in a way that prevents members
from noting the items in the Estimates. Had
we not reccived the Auditor General’s re-
port, we could not have traced these pay-
ments.

The CHAIRMAN: There is a reference
to “Contingenecics,” for which £1,465 is pro-
vided.

Mr. SEWARD: Apparently the pay-
ments are covered by that item. The Min-
ister concerned may he able to give the Com-
mittee some information as to why the
grants were made. I would like grants of
£60 for a number of schools in my elector-
ate, and we have had displays at the Royal
Show for which financial assistance wounld
be helpful. Explanation is desirable re-
garding these grants, for which no proper
appropriation was provided.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. I. 8, Wise—Gascoyne) [9.37]: 1
think I should have a word to say follow-
ing upon the very unkind inference drawn
by the member for Pingelly (Mr. Seward)
from so-called appropriations without
authority. Tor the two items he men-
tioned, there hus been nn appropriation
without authority. When I was first ap-
pointed a Minister of the Crown, included
in the portfolios I took over was that of
the North-West, for which there was no
vote. After the maiter was fully disenssed
with the Under Treasurer and the then
Premier (Mr. Collier), it was decided to
add £1,000 to the Agricultural Department’s
vote to provide for contingencies respeeting
cxpenditure in the North-West. In the first
year £70 was spent on particular works
in the North-West. Last year the amounts
mentinoned by the Auditor General were also
spent from the voie, which was again in-
clnded in the Agrienltural Department’s
Estimates. In discussing the matter, the
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Under Treasurer staied that the Auditor
General had mentioned to him that the
amounts had not been properly charged.
From my point of view, it was on the ad-
vice of the Under Treasurer that the vote
was placed in the Estimates of the Agrieul-
tural Department, and against the money
so appropriated the amounts were drawn.
Now, with the same authority to spend up
to £1,000, it is arranged that any amounts
so spent will be charged against the depart-
ment with which the work is associated,
whether it be the Agricultural Department,
the Public Works Deparitment, or any other
department.
Vote put and passed.

Votes—Department] of Native A flairs,
£39,000; Registry and Friendly Societics,
£12,660; Prisons, £29,361; Harbour and
Lights and Jetties, £28 400—agreed to.

Vote—Mental Hospitals and Inebriales,
£120,088 :
Item, Salaries and allowaneces, ete,,

£77,238.

Mr. SAMPSON: Has consideration been
given to the matter of providing a farm,
and has the Minister anything to say about
the fig-trees at the Claremont Mental Hos-
pital? )

The Minister for Justice: I have no in-
formation.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Observatory, £1755; TFisheries,

£5,390—agreed 1o.

[Mr. Hegney took the Chair.]

Vote—DPolive, £255,859:

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. . J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne) [9.41]:
The staffing of the Police Department has
been inereased slightly during the past 12
months, and at the 30th June, 582 men were
employed, but since then there have been
seven retirements. There has been a re-
opening of three police stations in the geld-
flelds areas. TRecently one at Lawlers was
re-opened, and a single man has been sent
there. Land has been obtained at the nor-
thern end of Inglewood, and the necessary
station and quarters will be arranged for.
Possibly the Highgate station will be trans-
ferred to North Inglewood. Rockingham
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and Mandurah are eentres receiving atten-
tion, and it is likely that additions will be
made to the police stafing there. The
Sonth Perth area has required additional
attention; but the staffing inerease has heen
chiefly represented by goldfields additions.
Thirteen cadets are employed. One altera-
tion has been made in country centres ve-
garding the facilities available for police.
In some instances, patrols that have pre-
viously been made by horses or camels have
been replaced by allowing constables to -
use their own motor cars. This has 1n-
proved the serviee in the pastoral areas,
particularly where police districts are very
large, and where the residents rarely see
an officer of the police force. A total of
874 inspections of liquor was made, and
six eomnvietions were obtained for false
trade descriptions and 12 for adulterated
liguor. The liquor inspection branch is a
very active section of the service. Regard-
ing weights and measures, 24,802 ap-
pliances were submitted for verifieation,
of which number 2,244 were rejected.
Petrol pumps to the number of 1,579 were
examined and tested, and 84 were found to
be faulty and were attended to. There was
an innovation in that a complete inspection
was made on the Murchison for weights and
measures verification.

Mr. Marshall: Ave you questioning the

honesty of commercial people in my dis-
triet? -
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, hut with the growth of the towns we
considered it advisable to have an inspection
for the protection of the public. Six women
police are employed, three in Perth, two in
Fremantle and one in Kalgoorlie.  Thev
have important work to do, and very satis-
factory results have been obiained from
their efforts. If I may anticipate legisla-
tion, the Firearms and Guns Act will prob-
ahly be amended to deal with air-rifles. The
Bill will be broughi down shortly.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You had better bring
it down early if yon want it passed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Leader of the Opposition will have no
complaint on that seorc.

Hon. €. & Latham: Bills ecannot be
rushed through, as they were last year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This Bill will be introdneed next week. The
officers of the traflic branch have heen seri-
ously pressed, but wo hope to be able to cope
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with the tequirements of that branch. The
calls made upon it by the munieipalities
have been heavy, and an endeavour is being
made to increase the services of officers who
particularly devote their time to that branch.
There is nothing new in the vote. All the
items are clearly set out, and I commend the
Estimates to the Committec.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.47]: I think
general satisfaction will be expressed at the
service of the police. The quality of the ap-
pointees hns steadily improved—if such
were  possible—physically, mentally and
from the cducational point of view. The
traffic officers have a most diffieult and irri-
tating task to carry out in policing eross-
walks. The provision of eross-walks in a
comparatively small city like Perth is, to
my mind, of doubiful wisdom. As one tra-
vels from the east of Hay street, various
cross-strects are passed, and freguently one
is held up at the different cross-walks. This
cxtreme and pernickety method of control is
not practised elsewhere and, while I am pre-
pared to admit the importance of safety, I
doubt whether the provision of ecross-walks
does make for safety. Rather do they make
for the adoption of a meandering and fre-
rquently  indolent nttitude on the part of
those who use the cross-walks. I admit it is
hetter to have pedestrians wsing the ernss-
walks than indulging in jay-walking, but
some people eross the street as if unlimited
time were available, and traffic is held up.
This is both unwise and unneccssary from
the stamdpoint of safety. When some of our
citizens  visit the KEastern States, they
might casily suffer accident beeause of

nneonseiously acting in the same lacka-
daisical manner as fthey wounld here.
The word “lackadaisical” docg really

apply in many cases. Consideration should
be given to amending this method, which
indicates an ultra-eareful policy that will
defent itself. As anyone who has travelled
as far as Adelaide will realise, the methods
adopted here are far too striet, and the re-
sult is bad.

The Minister for Mines: You can cross
at any old place in Adelaide.

Mr. SAMPSON: And here, too. One can
eross not only on the eross-walks, bat any-
where else.

The Minister for Mines: In Adelnide the
strects are wide enough to enable one to
take a day in crossing them.
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Mr. SAMPSON: Wide streets are not so
casy to pass across! One has to be fanly
agile when one goes to Adelaide; so I wamn
lhe Minister to exercise ecare. I do not wani
to see him laid up. Already our regulations
have largely excceded the needs of traffic.
Two of our main streets are one-way streets.

My, Warner: Four of them.

Mr. SAMPSON: T mean two of the main
streets.

Mr. Warner: I also mean main streets.

The CITAIRMAN: The member for Swan
has the floor.

-Mr. SAMPSON: That must he very bad
for those in business in the streets I have
mentioned,

The Minister for Mines: One of the busi-
est streets in Sydney is Pitt-street, and that
has one-way traffic,

Mr. SAMPSON: That is a short street,
and I wonld say that it is an indication of
an unbalanced mind—hut perhaps that is
offensive, and I shounld not say it; at any
rate, it is an indication of a very remark-
able judgment for a man to compare Pitt-
street with

The Minister for Mines: Hay-street.

Mr. SAMPSON: With our small eross-
streets.

The Minister for Mines: T am talking
about Hay-street.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am talking about Hay-
street and DMurray-strect and the cross
streets, 1 know that Pitt-street carries a
tremendous amount of traffie.

The Premier interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: I would ask members
to allow the hon. member to make his own
speech,

Mr. SAMPSON: I am glad to be sup-
ported so wholeheartedly, Mr. Chairman,
There is no fault to find, though I realize
yvou have your duty to carry out. Let me
return to one-way streets. I have atfempied
twice hefore to say that on oceasion I may
desire to go to Murray-street to trans-

act some bhusiness. To go down Mur-
ray-street I must fraverse Wellington-
street  a  fair  distance  west, past

King-street before I ean turn into Murray-
street. Then if I want to go back, I am not
allowed to return the same way, but maust
return via Hay-street. I appeal for fur-
ther consideration of the ecity cross-walks.
[f we ean spare officers to cheek those who
pass and repass over the ecross-walks, more
officers should be available for the outer
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suburhs. No satisfaetion is to be gained by
young apbitious , capable officers from
spending their time holding up traffic on
these cross-walks. The regulating of our
comparatively light traffiec—possibly two or
three vehicles at one time—must be verv
trying work! That iz not in the best inter-
ests of our people.

Mr, Patrick: Do vou not want police at
the erosswalks?

Mr, SAMPSON: T think the police could
be hettor employed. Their serviees ave
negded in the outer snburbs.

The Minister for Mines: What is wrong
with the suburbs? They are very respeet-
able.

Mr. SAMPSON: Police are necessary in
the suburbs, but they are wasted on this
work. I look forward to a review of the
erosswalk system, which is an anachronism.
We have anticipated time possibly by 100
Yyears.

MRS. CARDELL - OLIVER (Subiaco)
[9.56] : I was vather surprised that the Min-
ister did not make any reference to the most
important part of the report of the Commis-
sioner of Police, namely, that regarding
starting-price betting shops. In his report
the Commissioner reiterated his remarks of
last year, which were—

1t is homed that steps will be taken during
the present session of Parlinment to legislate
in regard to this matter, The eril is still ram-
pant, and despite assertions to the comtrary
the cepartment is doing ecverything possible
with the means at its command to combat
same. 'To obtain convictions in  connection
with the matter it i3 neecessary to have evidenee
to support the same, and, while the Dbetting
shops throunghont the Siate are known, it will
be futile to take action against them en masse
without being in a pesition to prove the com.
plaints.

I think every member of the House is agreed
that the officers of the Police Department
have sufficient power to ¢lose the shops, and
enough intelligence to be aware that they
can obtain couvietions from every betting
shop. Tn the Perth area for the 12 mounths
cnded the 30th June, 1938, fines were in-
flicted on starting-price bookmakers in con-
neetion with shop and sireet betting to a
total of £15,859. That was an inerease over
the previons year. The number of prosecu-
tions for the period under review was 459.
Tn the country districts and Fremantle the
fines totalled £1,104, and the eonvictions were
193 making the total amount nefted by the
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State in fines, £19,963. The great differences
in the amounts paid in fines in the varions
districts is noteworthy; there are great dif-
ferences although the offenee is praectically
the same. TFrom eight convietions in Ger-
aldton the Government netted in fines £165,
wherens in Katanning seven convietions re-
turned only £16.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They must have a
eood legal representative in Katanning!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: In Coolgardie
two convietions brought in £40, and at Ko-
jonup the same number of convictions gar-
nered £14.

Mr. Patrick: They are very rcasonable
down the Great Sonthern!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: It seems to
me that there mmst he something queer in
our Act or in our administration of the law,
for fines in one part of the State to be what
the starting-price hookmaker might call ex-
orbitant—but we call them very small—and
in other parts aimost infinitesimal. Aeccord-
ing to the Commissioner, the per eapita cost
of the depariment is 10s. 2d. We have one
policeman to every 815 people, ineluoding
ahorigines. Consequently, we have approxi-
mately 600 policemen. I suggest to the Min-
ister that one policeman to every 1,000
people should be sufficient.

The Minister for Mines: In a great big
State like ours?

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: Almost half
the population is in the metropolitan area,
and the population is such that it needs but
little police eontrol. One policeman to
every thousand persons would certainly be
ample if our laws were properly administ-
ered, and if we assisted the police. I sug-
gest that at present we are not assisting
the police in any way te put down s.p.
botting. The Police Department itself has
snggested that politicians do not want the
law te be enforced. If a policeman in the
street is asked why he does not go into an s.p.
shop, arrest people there and secure convic-
tions, be will tell vou, if you are a politi-
cian, that it is vour affair. It is a disgrace;
something should be done fo elear up this
unwholesome mess. The fault does not lie
with the policeman or the department; the
blame rests on the shoulders of the Govern-
ment, The Commissioner has alse reported
on broadeasting. Members are aware that,
with the advent of broadcasting, s.p. betting
has eonsiderably inereased.
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The Minister for Mines: Is broadeasting
the fault of the Government, too?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes. I will
comiect it, Mr. Chairmau. Other States
have been able to stop broadeasting for s.p.
purposes. In this morning’s paper appeavs
a report——

Several members interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Broadcasting
has been dealt with in Queensland and New
South Wales, The Commissioner suggests
that broadeasting should be dealt with by
the Government. If we do not administer
the laws already on our statute-book, is it
likely that we will administer future laws?
I point out that almost every s.p. shop in
the State sells lottery tickets. I asked the
Minister for Justicc the other day whether
he was aware of this and, if so, whether he
would take steps to prevent it. I was in-
formed that the Lotteries Commission deait
with the matter. Onece we form a hoard,
apparently we have no jurisdiction over it.
If the Minister will frust himself to my
direction:

The Minister for Mines: I do not want
another Royal Commission,

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: 1 will
huy a lottery ticket for him—if he will pay
for it—in 90 cut of every 100 s.p. shops in
the city. What is more, I will at the same
time show the Minister where the s.p. shops
arc if he does not already know, and show
him that it j& possible to obtain convictions.

The Minister for Employment; You are
trimming. At first you said every s.p. shop
sold lottery tickets, now you say 90 out of
every 100.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: T am no!
irimming any more than do ordinary polifi-
cians and especially Ministers.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They trim their sails
very well.

Mrs. CARDELL-QLIVER: They sail so
close to the wind that one does not know
when they will be upset. It has been sug-
zested that legislation will be brought down
to deal with s.p. betting. This legislation, it
is Tumoured, will be modelied on the lines
of the Tasmanian legislation. A snggestion
has nlso been made that the names of the
s.p. hookmakers who are to run the betting
places are alveady in the Minisier’s book. 1
ean give him the names, if he so wishes, It
is possible to decrease the avenues for this
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evil and at the same time increase the evil
itself. That has been done in South Aus-
tralin. However, this matter does not ¢on-
cern me very much. What gives me grave
concern is the inereasing number of delin-
quent children. During the year under re-
view many of those children have been
stealing and using the stolen money to make
bets in s.p. shops. During the year, 2,655
children were convicted, an increase of 1,206
over the number for the previous year.
Youths to the number of 765 were convicted
for stealing, breaking, or unlawful posses-
sion, That is twice the number of delinguent
children convicted for similar breaches of
the law since 1935,

In conelusion, I wish to quote a particular
case that came under my nofice a week or
two ago. A boy was working in a butcher's
shop. His mother, who earned her living as
a cook, pave the boy 15s. a week to pay for
the meat for the home. The boy did not
pay for the meat, nor did he give his motlier
his wages. He told his mother “that the
buteher was too hard up to pay his wages:
he told the butcher that his mother was too
hard up to pay for the meat. It was only at
the end of the month that the boy was dis-
covered to have taken his mother’s money
and utilised it in making bets at an s.p.
shop. He was 16 years of age. The mother
came to me and anofher woman. She was
in great distress and said she did not so
much mind the boy taking her money, but
she was afraid he might take customers'
money and he convicted. A little while after
he was convicted of stealing £11. He is now
in the eare of an institution until he reaches
the age of 18. These things are happening
at frequent intervals. How can members sit
in this Chamber knowing that young Iads
are going to the devil? It makes my blood
boil to think of it. It is time men realised
their responsibilities as fathers, and decided
to legislate in some way to prevent such
happenings, or to administer the law so that
these children might he proteeted.

MR. MARSHALL {(Murehison) [10.10]:
T agree with the member for Subinco (Mrs.
Cardell-Oliver}, and if she had agreed with
me some years ago the incidents to which she
has referred would mot have happened.
She nssumes that by law it is possible to
make people morally good. As time goes
on, she will realise that by her efforls she
will drive the evil underground and the posi-



1872

tion will be aggravated. That is what has
happened in South Auvstralia, and should
never have happened there.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: It has happened.

Mr. MARSHALL: I speak with a know-
ledge of the position in that State. It is
just like the hon. member to leave the
Chamber as soon as her arguments are being
replied to. Even when the Bill she fostered
had reached the third reading stage, so in-
censed was she at failing to get 100 per cent.
of her requirements that she refused to move
for the third reading. The arguments of
the lhon. member can readily be answered.
People who think their ideas are the only
oncs seldom stand ap to criticism.

Mr. MeDonald: You are rather like the
hon. memher yourself.

Mr. MARSHALL: I did nof rise to speak
about starting-price betting, though I have
my views on the subject.

Mr. Styants: We shall have the oppor-
tunity later on.

Mr. MARSHALL: T have records and re-
ports from all over the universe, and can
speak more intimately on the subject than
can ihe member for Subiaco. Every eivi-
lised couniry has endeavoured to control
starting-price  betting but without suceess.
I can, however, tell her what we ounght fo
do. We ocught to restrict horse-racing or
cut it out altogether. T really rosc to speak
about the number of street accidents and to
refer to the comments of the Commissioner
of Police, who speaks of lack of finance pre-
venting his department from adequately eon-
trolling the sitnation. Most members ima-
gine that the aceidents have oceurred in the
more congested parts of the city. The mem-
ber for Swan suggested that.

Mr. Sampson: T said it was unneeessary
to proteet the cross-walks.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt is necessary to
have them.

Mr. Sampson: But not to have them
guarded by police officers.

Mr. MARSHALL: If T enjoyed the lei-
sure of the hon. member, I would agree that
cross-walks were unnecessary. He is able
to move around in a motor car, and when
he wishes to pay a visit to any part of the
city he does so in a ear. To such a man
eross-walks must be inconvenient.

Mr. Sampson: I am agreeable that vou
should have all these things.

Mr. MARSHALL: Some pedestrians are
very nervouns in traffie.  All blind and par-
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tinlly blind and aged and infirm  people
should be protected, while those who wish to
leok at the city are entitled to do so in safety.
Is it suggested that a person who is mid-way
between Barrvaek-street and William-street,
and wishes to eross over, should have to go
to the nearest intersection and walk all the
way bhack? Without eross-walks in  Hay-
street o person desiring to eross from Sand-
overs to Woolworths would have to walk to
an intersection and eome back again.

Mr. Sampson: Why do people cross the
street?

My, MARSHALL: To get to the other
side. The reports of the Commissioner of
Police from year to year indicate that the
number of aecidents is increasing. That is
what worries me more than anything else.
The number of fatal accidents is also inereas-
ing. We do not blame the eareful driver,
the person who has some regard for other
people, but we eannot help blaming the care-
less individual whe thinks he has a right to
the whole road.

The Minister for Agrienlture: The Chicf
Traffic Inspector lost his life in a motor
accident.

Mr., MARSHALL: A most unfortunate
ocenrrenee. I suppose two midget cars
may never again meet as those cars met with
such dire results.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The accidents oceur
mostly in side streets.

Mr. MARSHALL: When reckless people
et out of the congested areas they open up
their machines.

Hon, C. G Latham: They become careless
at intersections.

Mr. MARSHALL: When they reach the
intersections their vehicles are generally ont
of control, and that is when the accidents
oceur. The Commissioner of Police has a
map of the metropolitan area, and on this
map there are marks showing where acei-
dents have occorred. Fata] aceidents
are marked in red and other accidents
in black, Tt is remarkable how few acci-
dents occur in the congested areas. Out of
the total number of 4,727 accidents last year,
3,817 were caused hy negligenee or carcless
driving, and about 1,000 were due to other
canses, Two-thirds of the accidents were the
result of carelessness, Those who lost their
fives numbered 140, and 927 were injured.
That is an inerease of seven fatal aceidents
and about 320 minor accidents compared
with the previous yvear. In his eomments the
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Commissionor en page 14 of his report
says—

With the increased work that is being cast

on the Traffic Branch in regard to the control
and regulation of traltic in the metropolitan
area, it is most cssential that the staff should
be increased to copn with this work. At the
present time it is nol possible to in any way
give nttention to many matters that require
investigation aud countrol Inconsiderate driv-
ers must be taught to realise their responsi-
bilities, and when it is borne in mind that out
of the 4,727 accidents referred to in this re-
port, 3,817 are stated to be accountable to
negligenee of drivers, or it may be thoughtless-
ness and ineonsideration of same, it will be
realised how essentinl it is that sufficient pat-
rol cfficers should be available to check such
practieas.  With, however, the present number
of men engaged on lhis work, nothing fnrther
can be done than the work performed at pre-
sent.
Apparently we agree that this number of
people ought to be killed annually, Speak-
ing from memory, in Perth 31 pedestrians
were killed last year—innoeent members of
the community having no part in motor
traffie. The destruction of life is infinitely
too serious to be allowed to continue. The
Traffic branch colleeted in license fees alone
a totn] of £216,000 in the metropolitan area
last year. TFrom State-wide licenses it is
only fair to expest another £10,000 or
£15,000. T am aware that the police do not
register vehicles or collect lieense fees out-
side the metropolitan area.

Mr. McLarty called attention to the state
of the Committee.

Belis rung and a quoram formed.

Mr. MARSHALL: The traffic branch by
its colleetion of license fees pays within
about £25,000 the whole annual cost of the
police foree, £255,000,

Hon C. G. Latham: A large proportion of
that revenue goes into roads.

Mr. MARSHALL: T know it does. How-
ever, it relieves the financial pressure. The
total amount of fines resulting from court
proceedings, with the traffic license fees,
would easily mect the entire cost of the
Police Department, Nevertheless, as a result
of the under-staffing of that branch, people
are led to drive recklessly vehicles that are
speedy and powerful, killing the drivers and
other members of the community. The evil
is growing. I call attention to lack of en-
thusiasm on the part of the Government in
providing the traffic branch with suffieient

sSwan | wish to offer a few eomments,
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atd and a sufficient staff. Additional cars
should be pucchased for the branch, and
additional men appeinted to it. Then an
elfort could be made to patrol the streefs and
roads cfficiently. Standing at the interseec-
tion of streets onc sees vehicles with only
one light, or with no lights at all. The law
is flonted with impunity. If 2 motorist is
caught bresking the traffic laws, he is in-

deed unlucky. Two policemen to con-
trol the congested metropolitan area!
No wonder the aceident figures increase

every year. 1 have had a bitter experi-
enee, and I hope no other member will
have such an cxperience. I am not making
these comments because of my expericnee,
but because of the annual incrcase in the
figures of accidents, fatal or otherwise,

Me. Hughes: Lack of insurance is worse
than lack of control—people driving cars
without being covered by insurance.

My, MARSHALL: Possibly insurance
might minimise accidents, though I do not
se¢ how it would. Drivers who cause acci-
dents should be taught a severe lesson. In-
suranee of the third-party risk might induce
some drivers to be more reckless.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [10.28]:
Beeause of the remarks of the member for
The
hon. member advocated the abolition of
cross-walks. He guoted his experience of
other parts of Australia, saying that they
were without eross-walks and that policemen
did not regulate traffic, more especially dur-
ing the peak period. If the hon. member
has been in the Eastern States, he Joows full
well that in Queensland and New South
Wales, as well a3 in other States, policeinen
are freely used, especially at the peak period,
to regulate the flow of pedestrians across
street intersections. In Perth eross-walks ave
the only safegnard the pedestrian has. As one
wha has had considerahle experience of
driving a motor car around the city, I con-
tend that the motorist sitting in his vehicle
finds himself in a mueh better position than
the pedestrian in the event of accident, Onee
he is knocked down, even if not injured, the
pedestrian is so shaken that his health is
affected. The erosswalks in the city have
proved of great service in regulating the flow
of traffic during the busier periods. The
time may come when motor ears will be
ordered out of the ¢ity altogether and drivers
who show a tendency to ride roughshod over
everyone will be sent about their business.
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I am surprised that the member for Swan,
who drives a motor car, should adopt the
attitude he indicated this evening. With the
increased number of vehicles on the road,
the provision of erosswalks, with policemen
at busy interscetions, tends to slow down
traffic and affords pedestrians added protee-
tion. The member for Murchison rightly re-
ferred to the position of people who have
impaired eyesight, are infirm, or elderly, and
also of women with perambulators. They
are afforded a great measure of protection
by the crosswalks, and people of that
deseription become flurried when they see a
motor car approaching them at speed. 1
hope the Minister for Police and his officers
will not be affected by arguments thal we
have heard, and that policemen will be made
available for the protection of life and limb.
Another matter to which I desive to refer has
relation to the annual collection of traffic
fees for motor licenses at the Traffic Depart-
ment’s Office. Tast year there was some im-
provement in the counter arrangements.

Mr. Styants: You must have been lucky.

Mr. HEGNEY: There is ample rcom for
the provision of extra faeilitics. DPeople
have to form up in a queue, and often, when
the applicant tenders his papers he is told
that they are not signed. He has to leave
the line and go elsewhere to do the necessary
signing. On one oceasion when I was at the
Traffic Office, only one pen was available for
the use of the publie, and it took me an hour
and a half before I could secure my lieense.

The Minister for Mines: That has been
attended to. There are two pens available
now!

Mr. HEGNEY: The department colleets
a lot of revenue and surely it is not asking
too mueh that ample provision be made for
the gencral publie,

ITon. C, &. Latham: One great improve-
ment would be to spread the licenses over
the year.

Mr, HEGNEY: Let members consider the
faecilities that are provided for the publie
at the Commonwealth Bank.

The Minister for Mines: They have money
there, too.

Mr. HEGNEY: It was suggested that
pens were made available at the Traffic
Office but that people took them away. I
do not know whether that is true, but thou-
sands of people use the facilities nat the
Commonwealth Bank daily, and no trouble
is experienced there. The member for
Subiaco referred to starting-price betting. As
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the Government intends within the next few
weeks to introduce legislation dealing with
that phase, I shall reserve my observations
on that subjeet till later on.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [10.36]:
The Police Department is probahly the most
efficient Government department, and covers
a wide range of activities. In each branch
of those activities the control exercised by
the police is most efficient and eommend-
able, but there is one exception, reference
to which was made by the member for
Middle Swan. The accommaodation provided
for the public at the Traffic Office leaves
much to be desired. I had heard about the
congestion there when licenses had to be re-
newed, but when I went along to renew my
car and driver’s licenses. I was astonished at
the inadequate arrangements. I was amazed
at the callous indifference shown concerning
the convenience of the people, and the ahso-
lnte lack of faeilities to enable licenses to
be taken out within a reasonable time. Nat
only was no pen and ink available for those
who succeeded in getting near the ecounter,
but T saw one woman take 45 minutes to get
there. When she got there, she was told
she wonld have to sign the papers. The
officials were not eourteous enough to give
her an indelible pencil or hand her pen and
ink to enable her to sign the papers straicht
away, so she had to leave the quene and an-
other 45 minutes clapsed before she received
attention again. It took me 55 minntes to
move 12 feet in the quene. As a matter of
fact, I had to take my place in two queues.
First I had to line up to renew the driver's
license, and that occupied 25 minutes. Then
I had to get into another guene to get my
car license. Never before had I seen such
inefficieney and ecallous indifference to the
requirements of the public. Another objec-
tionable phase was that no attempt was
made to keep order. Some people displayed
eommon courtesy, and took their proper
places in the queue, but others, like the gate-
crashers, edged their way towards the front
of the quene. No attempt was made by
the police officers, although there were
many about, to see that the people who
got there first were attended to first.
In addition, the position was aggravated
by officials behind the counter taking driv-
ers’ licenses from people at the baek for
signing and thereby holding up the quene,
making the people who had, had ‘the
patience to form in the queue wait muech
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longer. To travel 12ft. to secure the re-
newal of my car license tock me 55 min-
utes apart from the 15 or 20 minutes oe-
cupied in getting my driver’s license. The
Comunissioner has drawn attention to the
lack of accommodation, and suggested that
& certain building should be renovated to
provide further accommodation for expe-
diting the business of re-issuing licenses
for both drivers and ears. I bope the
Minister will see that the extra staff und
aceommodation are provided before the
annusl lieensing oceurs next year.

I suggest that licenses should operate
here, as they do in most of the other States
for 12 months from the date of issue. In-
stead of having all licenses falling due at
one period of the year, those who take out
car licenses in August should rencw them
in the following August. That would over-
come much of the crowding and crushing
that now oceurs. When a man purchases
a new car, the system of licensing operat-
ing amounts to bare-faced robbery. If he
purchases a car in November, he has to
pay the liecense fee vetrospectively to
July, and thus has to pay a full year's
license for the seven months his car is on
the road.

Mr. Doust: Is that so?

Mr. STYANTS: Yes; the full 12 months’
license has to be paid. I wish also to touch
on a matter dealt with by the member for
Murchison, namely, the lack of police pat-
vols in the metropolitan area. The Com-
missioner each year directs atfention to
the fact that he cannot supervise the met-
ropolitan area because of the lack of traf-
fie patrels. In the metropolitan area there
are four traffic patrols; in Melbourne there
are 40, While I admit that Melbourne
has a mueh greater volume of traffie, the
area to be covered by the patrols would
not be proportionately greater. There are
ten times as many patrols in Melbourne
with possibly four or five times the area
to cover. The patrols in our metropolitan
area work shifts of 7 a.m. to 3 p.m,, 3 pm.
to 11 pm., and 6 p.m. to 2 a.m., so that,
except during a short period, there is
not more than one patrol on at the one
time. Tt is ridienlous to expect effective
supervision of ftraffic under those condi-
tions. The Commissioner is continually
drawing attention to the shortage of staff.
I cannot understand the reason for short-
staffing, because if there is one department
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Police Traffic Branch, I know it would not
be logieal to assert that the revenue of a
particular department should be expended
exelusively on that department. Some de-
partments produce scarcely any revenue;
many de not prodace sufficient to carry on
their activities and have to be financed
from the surplus of other departments.

After the Police Vote had been eonsid-
ered last year, I asked certain guestions of
the Minister as to the amount of revenue
received from all sources by the Traffie
Branch of the Police Department for the
12 months ended the 30th June, 1937, and
the cost of operating the branch for the
same period. The answer was that the com-
mission on collection of ear licenses amounted
to £19,133, and on drivers’ licenses
thronghout the State, £19,329, a total of
£38,4G2. The expenditure, inclnding salar-
ies, telephones, postages, operation and
maintenance of motor vehicles and insur-
ance, totalled £12,150, leaving a surplus of
£26,312, In addition, an amount of £10,380
was received as fines, penalfies. ete,, for
breaches of the Traffic Act. Admittedly a
certain sum would have to be deducted for
court fees and expenses, but the depart-
ment can safely be said to have shown a
profit in that year of £35,000 or £35,500.

I have been wondering what would hap-
pen if the Chief Inspector of Mines were
continually drawing attention to the faet
that a great aumber of fatalities was oe-
eurring in the mining industry because
sufficient inspectors were not provided. T
should think the Minister would immedi-
ately issue instructions that more inspee-
tors should be made available to police the
mining regulations, and thus endeavour
to obviate the oecurrence of manv of those
fatalities. The aecidents eaused by traffic
in the metropolitan area are responsible for
the greatest number of deaths from any
single cause in this State. Although the
Commissioner is continnally stressing that a
number of those accidents wonld be avoid-
able if he had sufficient traffic eontrol, and
although the Minister said that the mattex
of making funds available for more traffie
patrols would he considered, not one addi-
tional patrol has been placed on the roads
in the metropolitan area. It may secem hard,
but T say that much of the responsibility for
aceidents oecurring in the metropolitan area
must be borne by the Minister and Cabinet.
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The Commissioner of Police is in a position
to suggest a remedy, and he has wrged the
provision of additional traffic patrols. Cabi-
net should see that suificient money is made
available to increase by at least 100 per cent.
the number of trafiie patrols to operate for
ot least 12 months, Let us give it a trial for
12 months and see whether the number of
accidents is diminished., Although I do not
believe that motor patrols should be ysed
for the purpose of raising revenue, I do be-
licve they should be nsed exclusively for the
purpose of proteeting the publie. If finance
is the diffienlty, I am sure any expense will
be reimbursed from the fines inflicted upon
those who flagrantly break the traffic laws
day in and day out and every hour of the
day and night in the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Justiee: Traflic patrols
have not diminished accidents in Vietoria.

Mr. STYANTS: I do not know what has
heen done in Vietoria, but the man who
should be in a position to know here is eon-
tinually recommending this system and we
should give it a trial for 12 months. If we
find it is not a suecess then the traffic patrols
ean be disbanded and we can return to the
prosent state of affairs. We should not, how-
cver, ignore the adviee of the chief police
officer of the Stafe.

Another matter with whieh I wish to deal
is linked up with the control of traffic and
the lack of traffic patrols., I refer to glar-
ing headlights. I mentioned this matter last
Year.

The Minister for Justice interjected.

Mr, STYANTS: It is not so much a ques-
tion of the strength of the light to my way
of thinking but of the focusing of the light.
One can safely say that 50 per eent. of the
aceidents in which motor vehicles come into
collision or pedestrians are knocked down
are attributed by the driver to the
fact that he was blinded by glaring head-
lights coming from an opposite direction,
and I suggest that in 90 per cent. of the
cases the truth is being told. Every time one
travels between Perth and Fremantle, Mid-
land Junction or Armadale, one is blinded
by the lights of oncoming vehicles.
The Police Department cannot be blamed
beeause it has not sufficient patrols to saper-
vise the traffic. That is a matter that should
be given immediate econsideration. The
Commissioner says that most of the acei-
dents eould have been avoided. He declares
that drivers are most unreasonable to each
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other and recommends wnore traffic patrols
as the remedy. He also recommends the
provision of motor vehieles with loud speak-
ers, That was tried in a section of the
town and aecording to the Commissioner
was rensonably suceessful, but I suppose
lack of funds prevented the department per-
gevering along thosc lines. Vendors of new
cars, in my opinion, should be ecompelled
to issue a certifieate when they scll the
vehicles to the effect that the headlights
comply with the regulations, I have seen
some new cars on the road and the head-
lights did not nearly comply with the regu-
latiens. In many instances it is diffienlt for
one to make them comply with the regula-
tions unless one is a mechanic and has all
the appliances to enable him to make them
conform to the requirements, Some ears
have dimming devices, and other kinds of
remedies have been suggested for overecom-
ing glaring headlights. While the dimming
deviee proves satisfactory in the hands of a
thoughtful driver, it is of no use to a
thoughtless motorist becnnse he forgets to
use it.

The lighting of tram ears, particularly
those on a single track, is another matter
about which T am coneerned. Tt has heen
said that tram ears keep on the one course.
To an cxtent that is so, hnt in places there
are loops for the purpose of allowing two
trams to pass each other. A motorist is tra-
velling 15 to 20 feet on the left of a tram
line when snddenly a tram car looms up in
front of him on one of these loops.

The CHAIRMAN: That ean he discussed
under the division dealing with tramways.

Mr, STYANTS: Can it not be diseussed
at this stage?

The CHATRMAN: The matter of collid-
ing with tram ears can be discussed when
the division dealing with railways, tram.
ways, ferries and eleetricily supply is being
disenssed.

Mer. STYANTS: You would not regard
this as heing a matter concerning the Traf-
fie Department

The CHATRMAN: It has nothing te do
with the poliece in any shape or form,

My, SEYANTS: Then T will deal with it
later on. Regarding cross-walks, I think
they have been a suecess. I would not like
to see them abolished. Often they are in-
convenient to the motor driver and people
make it as awkward as they possibly can
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for the driver by sauntering over the cross-
walks, thus compelling the motor driver to
make sudden stops. What could be taken
in hand at an early date is the compelling
of people to cross the road at the cross-
walks. Far too many are not using the
cross-walks and there is a good deal of jay-
walking. The police should endeavour to
compel as many people as possible to pass
over at the cross-walks placed there for
their convenienee,

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported.

Houze adjourned ot 10.59 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday 8th November, 1938,

PaarR
Questions: Native Administration Ac  cose of
native Munmurrie 15877
Educatlon, pnrents and citizens nssol:intions.
nts .. - - 1877
Leave of absence 1877

Blils: Fremanile Gas and Co‘li:n Companys Act

Amendment, 3%., passe .. 1877
State Government lnsurance Office, reparts . 1878
Mines Regulation Act Amendment 2n. Com. ..., 1878
Financial Emergency Tax, 1 1887
Financial Emergency Tax Anaessment Act Amend-

ment, 1r. 1887
Workers' Compensation Act Amendment, 2R, 1887
Burean of Industry and Economic Research, 28, 1890
TRoad Districts Act Amendment (No. 1), 2R. ... 1806

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—NATIVE ADMINIS-
TRATION ACT.
Case of Native Munmurrie.

Hon. . SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: Will he lay on the Table all papers
relating to the native Munmnrrie?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Yes.
I now lav the papers on the Table.
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QUESTION—EDUCATION.

Parents and Citigens’ Associations, Grants.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT asked the Chief
Secretary : In view of the grant of £60 made
to the Carnarvon Parents and Citizens’
Association, is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to make similar grants available to
other parents and teachers’ associations?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Con-
sideration will be given in similar c¢ircum-
stanees.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, leave of
absence for six consecutive siitings granted
to Hon. W. J. Mann (South-West) on the
ground of private business.

EILL—FREMANTLE GAS AND COKE
COMPANY'’S ACT AMENDMENT.

Third Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West} [4.39]: T move—
That the Bill be now read a third time,

HON. G. TRASER (West) [440]: 1 do
not wish to oppose the third reading of the
Bill but to express regret that opportunity
was not taken to amend the Aect in other
necessary directions. I am rather surprised
that that was not done becanse when a Bill
to amend the principal Act was before Par-
liament last year, attention was drawn to
several defects that could have been
remedied by the Bill now before the House.
I do not desire to deprive the company of
business that may be obtained in the ex-
tended area, nor do T wish to prevent people
from having the advantage of a gas supply.
In my opinion, the company shonld giva
greater consideration to the requirements of
the area within the original radins of five
miles.  Not only are sections of the area
within that radins not supplied with gas, but
in portions of aveas wherc the gas mains
have been laid down some residents are not
able to secure supplies. Only this moming
I received a letter embodying a complaint
from a vesident of one of those areas indi-
cating that the company is not prepared to
extend the gas to his premises unless he is
prepared to pay about £8 for the installa-
tion. The trouble does not arise because he



